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Massachusetts  Courts  Providing  Increased  Accessibility  to  Disabled 

Boston,  MA —  Twelve  courthouses  and  judicial  offices  throughout  the  Commonwealth, 
as  well  as  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  and  the  Trial  Court  Administrative  Office  in 
Boston,  now  have  text  telephones  (TTY)  in  use  to  enable  individuals  with  speech  and 
hearing  disabilities  better  access  to  the  courts.  The  TTY  devices  will  allow  an  estimated 
300,000  hard  of  hearing  and  30,000  deaf  people  in  Massachusetts  to  communicate 
directly  over  the  telephone  with  court  employees. 

Chief  Justice  for  Administration  and  Management  of  the  Trial  Court  John  E. 
Fenton,  Jr.  said,  "Our  courts  need  to  be  accessible  and  responsive  to  everyone,  including 
those  with  disabilities.  I  am  very  pleased  with  the  dedicated  efforts  of  our  Americans 
with  Disabilities  Act  (ADA)  Committee,  which  is  providing  new  services  in  the  judicial 
system  for  people  in  need." 

The  two  newest  text  telephones  which  were  recently  installed  in  the  Trial  Court 
Administrative  Office  will  allow  deaf  and  hard  of  hearing  callers  to  obtain  information  on 
current  employment  opportunities  on  the  "Jobs  Hotline"  (617/723-3815)  or  to 
communicate  with  administrative  employees  on  specific  inquiries  or  problems 
(617/742-1536).  The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  also  recently  installed  a  TTY  service  for 
callers  with  inquiries  about  appellate  court  cases  (617/557-1 193). 
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In  addition  to  the  TTY  devices,  portable  reading  machines  to  enable  the  blind 
greater  access  to  the  courts  have  also  been  installed  in  four  Trial  Court  law  libraries  and 
in  the  Office  of  the  Chief  Justice  for  Administration  and  Management.  The  law  libraries 
and  phone  numbers  are  Middlesex  Law  Library  (617/494-4148),  Worcester  Law  Library 
(508/756-2441,  ext.  290),  Hampden  Law  Library  (413/781-8100,  ext.  3067),  and  Fall 
River  Law  Library  (508/676-8971). 

Over  400  court  employees,  including  clerk  magistrates,  probation  officers,  court 
officers  and  support  staff,  have  received  specialized  training  over  the  past  year  in  dealing 
with  problems  of  disabled  individuals  who  have  business  in  the  courts.  More  training 
programs  for  this  year  have  also  been  scheduled. 

The  court  locations  and  their  TTY  numbers  are  as  follows: 

Supreme  Judicial  Court  617/557-1 193 

Administrative  Office  of  the  Trial  Court  6 1 7/742- 1536 

Jobs  Hotline,  Human  Resources  Department  617/723-3815 
ADA  Coordinator  6 1 7/727-6746 

Barnstable  Trial  Court,  Barnstable  508/362- 1119 

Brockton  District  Court,  Brockton  508/588-8 1 78 

Franklin  Trial  Court,  Greenfield  4 1 3/774-3364 

Hampshire  Trial  Court,  Northampton  413/582-0139 
Hampden  Trial  Court,  Springfield  413/786-1097 
Haverhill  District  Court  508/373-4141 
Lowell  Trial  Court,  Lowell  508/970-0923 
Middlesex  Probate  and  Family  Court,  Cambridge  6 1 7/494-4530 
Plymouth  District  Court,  Plymouth  508/830-1 162 

Worcester  Trial  Court,  Worcester  508/798-0009 
Office  of  the  Jury  Commissioner  800/328-3202 
Law  Libraries  800/281-3683 
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SJC  Announces  Appointments  to  the  Board  of  Bar  Overseers 
and  IOLTA  Committee 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
today  announced  the  appointments  of  three  new  members  to  the  Board  of  Bar  Overseers 
for  a  four  year  term,  and  the  appointments  of  three  new  members  to  the  IOLTA  (Interest 
on  Lawyers'  Trust  Accounts)  Committee  for  a  three  year  term,  all  effective  immediately. 

The  new  appointees  to  the  Board  of  Bar  Overseers,  who  will  serve  until  December 
31,  1997,  are  attorneys  Daniel  C.  Crane  of  Cambridge,  Shirley  A.  Doyle  of  Paxton  and  Jerry 
Cohen  of  Newton.  In  addition,  attorneys  C.  Brian  McDonald  of  Springfield  and  James  A. 
Brink  of  Boston  were  appointed  to  serve  as  the  Board  chairman  and  vice-chairman, 
respectively,  and  Dr.  James  Heffernan  of  Hingham  was  reappointed  to  the  Board.  The 
Board  of  Bar  Overseers  is  comprised  of  eight  lawyers  and  four  non-lawyers  appointed  by 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court.  The  Board  investigates  allegations  of  professional  misconduct 
by  attorneys  and,  in  some  instances,  may  discipline  lawyers  or  make  recommendations  to 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for  appropriate  disciplinary  action. 

The  new  appointees  to  the  IOLTA  Committee  are  attorneys  Paula  M.  Devereaux  of 
Nahant,  Margaret  H.  Marshall  of  Cambridge,  and  Max  Volterra  of  Attleboro.  They  will 
serve  until  December  31,  1996.  The  IOLTA  Committee,  comprised  of  nine  members,  is 
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appointed  by  the  SJC  to  oversee  the  operation  of  the  IOLTA  program,  which  requires 
lawyers  to  establish  interest-bearing  accounts  for  nominal,  short  term  client  funds.  Interest 
from  these  accounts  is  used  to  support  law  related  charitable  organizations  and  programs. 

The  biographical  information  on  each  of  the  new  appointees  is  as  follows: 

Daniel  Crane  is  a  partner  in  the  Cambridge  law  firm  of  Finn  and  Crane.  A  graduate 
of  Boston  College  Law  School  and  Harvard  College,  Mr.  Crane  is  a  former  president  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bar  Association.  Active  in  civic  and  community  affairs,  Mr.  Crane 
currently  serves  as  a  trustee  and  executive  committee  member  of  Mount  Auburn  Hospital 
and  previously  served  as  president  of  the  Cambridge  YMCA. 

Shirley  Doyle,  a  graduate  of  Suffolk  University  Law  School  and  Springfield  College, 
is  a  sole  practitioner  concentrating  in  divorce  and  family  law  matters  in  Worcester. 
Ms.  Doyle  previously  was  an  associate  in  the  Worcester  law  firm  of  Donahue  &  Rauscher, 
and  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Donahue,  Rauscher,  McGrail  &  Doyle.  She  is  active  in  several 
bar  associations  and  served  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Bar  Overseers  Hearings 
Committee  for  five  years. 

Jerry  Cohen  is  a  partner  in  the  Boston  firm  of  Perkins,  Smith  &  Cohen  and  was 
previously  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Cohen,  Burg  &  Simmons.  A  graduate  of  Rensselaer 
Polytechnic  Institute  and  George  Washington  University  School  of  Law,  Mr.  Cohen  was 
Editor-in-Chief  of  the  Massachusetts  Law  Review  from  1991  to  1993  and  currently  serves 
on  the  Board  of  Editors.  He  is  an  active  member  of  several  bar  associations  and  is  the 
editor  of  two  professional  newsletters. 

Paula  Devereaux  is  a  senior  associate  in  the  Boston  law  firm  of  Smith  &  Sowalsky 
and  previously  was  a  senior  associate  at  Smith,  McNulty  &  Kearney.  A  graduate  of  Boston 
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College  Law  School  and  Saint  Michael's  College,  Ms.  Devereaux  also  worked  as  a  legal 
intern  for  the  Department  of  the  Attorney  General  and  as  a  law  clerk  in  the  Massachusetts 
House  of  Representatives.  She  is  an  active  member  of  several  bar 
associations  and  is  a  trustee  of  the  Massachusetts  Bar  Foundation. 

Margaret  Marshall  is  Vice  President  and  General  Counsel  of  Harvard  University. 
Previously,  Ms.  Marshall  was  a  partner  in  the  Boston  law  firm  of  Choate,  Hall  &  Stewart 
and,  prior  to  that,  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Csaplar  &  Bok.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Yale  Law 
School  and  Witwatersrand  University  in  South  Africa,  and  also  attended  Harvard  Law 
School  and  earned  a  Master's  degree  in  Education  from  Harvard  University.  A  former 
president  of  the  Boston  Bar  Association,  Ms.  Marshall  is  a  member  of  several  professional 
and  community  organizations. 

Max  Volterra  is  a  principal  in  the  Attleboro  law  firm  of  Volterra,  Goldberg  & 
Mangiaratti,  Law  Counsellors,  Inc.  He  previously  served  as  a  State  Representative  from 
1970  to  1977  and  as  Chief  Legal  Counsel  to  Governor  Michael  Dukakis  in  1978,  prior  to 
working  as  a  Special  Assistant  District  Attorney  in  Bristol  County.  A  graduate  of  George 
Washington  University  School  of  Law  and  Brown  University,  Mr.  Volterra  is  active  in 
community  affairs  and  served  for  many  years  as  town  counsel  in  the  towns  of  Seekonk 
and  Rehoboth. 
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SJC  Announces  Appointments  to  the  Standing  Advisory  Committee 
on  the  Rules  of  Civil  Procedure 

Boston,  MA —  The  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
today  announced  the  appointments  of  four  new  members  and  the  reappointment  of  one 
member  to  the  Standing  Advisory  Committee  on  the  Rules  of  Civil  Procedure.  The 
Standing  Advisory  Committee  was  established  by  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  1974  to 
advise  the  Court  on  the  Massachusetts  Rules  of  Civil  and  Appellate  Procedure. 

Appeals  Court  Associate  Justice  Edith  W.  Fine,  a  committee  member  since  1982, 
was  named  as  the  new  Chair  of  the  Committee,  and  Professor  Marc  G.  Perlin  of  Suffolk 
University  Law  School  was  appointed  as  the  new  Reporter  to  the  Committee. 

The  new  appointments  are  Superior  Court  Justice  Elizabeth  Butler  and  Robert 
Panneton,  Regional  Coordinator  for  the  Superior  Court,  who  were  appointed  to  the 
Committee  for  indefinite  terms,  and  Professor  Stephen  N.  Subrin  of  Northeastern 
University  Law  School  and  attorney  Patricia  T.  Martinelli,  who  were  appointed  for  terms 
extending  until  September,  1998.  Allan  van  Gestel,  a  partner  in  the  Boston  firm  of 
Goodwin,  Proctor  &  Hoar,  was  reappointed  to  his  fourth  consecutive  five-year  term. 
Mr.  Gestel  served  as  the  previous  Chair  of  the  Committee  since  1986. 

Judge  Butler,  of  Wayland,  an  Associate  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court  since  1990. 
also  serves  as  the  Chair  of  the  Superior  Court  Rules  Committee.  Prior  to  her  judicial 
appointment,  she  was  an  assistant  district  attorney  in  Middlesex  County  and  a  partner  in 
two  Boston  law  firms.  Mr.  Panetton,  of  Danvers,  has  been  a  Regional  Coordinator  for  the 
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Superior  Court  administrative  office  since  1988.  Previously,  he  was  an  assistant  clerk  in 
the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  Courts  for  the  Essex  County  division  of  the  Superior  Court  for 
25  years.  He  served  there  as  first  assistant  clerk  from  1984  to  1988. 

Ms.  Martinelli,  a  resident  of  Springfield,  is  a  partner  in  the  Springfield  law  firm  of 
O'Connor,  Martinelli  &  Cohn.  Mr.  Subrin,  of  Newton,  is  an  Assistant  Dean  and  Professor 
of  Law  at  Northeastern  University  Law  School,  and  previously  served  for  eleven  years  as 
the  Reporter  to  the  Committee. 
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New  Trial  Court  Advisory  Cenjp&^SfSstablished  by  the  Chief 
Justice  for  Administration  and  Management 

Boston,  MA —  The  Chief  Justice  for  Administration  and  Management  of  the  Trial  Court, 
John  E.  Fenton,  Jr.,  today  announced  the  appointments  of  eighteen  members  to  serve  on  a 
newly  established  Trial  Court  Advisory  Committee.  The  Committee  will  study  various 
issues  and  policies  pertaining  to  the  administration  of  the  Trial  Court  and  will  make 
recommendations  to  Chief  Justice  Fenton. 

The  eighteen  members,  who  will  serve  indefinite  terms,  consist  of  prominent 
attorneys,  business  and  academic  leaders  and  community  representatives  with  diverse 
backgrounds  and  expertise.  Chief  Justice  Fenton  appointed  Brian  M.  Hurley,  of  Milton, 
an  attorney  at  the  Boston  law  firm  of  Rackemann,  Sawyer  &  Brewster,  as  the  committee's 
Chairperson  and  Professor  Herbert  Lemelman  of  Suffolk  University  Law  School,  a 
resident  of  Brookline,  as  the  Vice-Chairperson.  The  first  meeting  will  be  held  next  week. 

In  announcing  the  new  committee  members,  Chief  Justice  Fenton  said,  "I  am  very 
grateful  to  these  distinguished  individuals  who  are  volunteering  their  time  to  serve  as 
advisers  to  the  Trial  Court.  With  their  breadth  of  knowledge  and  experience,  I  am 
confident  that  they  will  bring  fresh  insights  and  perspectives  to  important  issues  affecting 
the  Trial  Court  administration." 

The  members  of  the  Trial  Court  Advisory  Committee  to  the  Chief  Justice  for 
Administration  and  Management  are  as  follows: 


more- 


-2- 


Brian  M.  Hurley,  Esq.,  Chairperson 

Rackemann,  Sawyer  &  Brewster,  a  resident  of  Milton 

Professor  Herbert  Lemelman,  Vice  Chairperson 

Suffolk  University  Law  School,  a  resident  of  Brookline 

Geri  Denterlein 

Senior  Associate,  McDermott,  O'Neill  and  Associates,  a  resident  of  Cambridge 

Gerard  F.  Doherty,  Esq. 

A  resident  of  Charlestown 

Mary  Elizabeth  Heffernan,  Esq. 

Assistant  District  Attorney  for  Middlesex  County,  a  resident  of  Somerville 

Robert  L.  Hernandez,  Esq. 

President,  Massachusetts  Association  of  Hispanic  Attorneys,  a  resident  of  Newton 

Lori  J.  Holik,  Esq. 

Hutchins,  Wheeler  &  Dittmar,  a  resident  of  Dover 

Professor  James  Jennings 

Director,  William  Monroe  Trotter  Institute,  University  of  Massachusetts  at  Boston, 
a  resident  of  Cambridge 

Thomas  F.  Maffei,  Esq. 

Choate  Hall  &  Stewart,  a  resident  of  Melrose 

James  J.  Marcellino,  Esq. 

President,  Boston  Bar  Association,  a  resident  of  Milton 

Michael  E.  Mone,  Esq. 

President,  Massachusetts  Bar  Association,  a  resident  of  Brockton 

Delia  O'Connor 

Senior  Vice  President  of  Operations,  Holy  Family  Hospital,  Methuen,  a  resident  of 
Boston 

Paul  G.  Pino,  Esq. 

Howard,  Timson  &  Stack,  a  resident  of  North  Easton 


-more- 


-3- 


Florence  R.  Rubin 

President,  National  Center  for  Citizen  Participation  in  the  Administration  of 
Justice,  a  resident  of  Newton 

Edward  P.  Ryan,  Jr.,  Esq. 

O'Connor  &  Ryan,  a  resident  of  Fitchburg 

Anthony  Tarricone,  Esq. 

President,  Massachusetts  Academy  of  Trial  Attorneys,  a  resident  of  Hamilton 

Peter  A.  Velis,  Esq. 

Velis  &  Ziter,  a  resident  of  Westfield 

Michael  J.  Widmer 

President,  Massachusetts  Taxpayers  Foundation,  a  resident  of  Belmont 
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SJC  Holds  Special  Sitting  in  Plymouth  County  Courthouse 

Plymouth,  MA —  In  its  third  full  sitting  outside  of  Boston  since  1993,  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  today  conducted  a  special  sitting  at  the  Plymouth  County  Courthouse.  The 
Chief  Justice  and  the  six  Associate  Justices  heard  arguments  in  five  civil  and  criminal 
cases  .  On  January  4,  1993,  the  Court  held  a  special  sitting  in  Salem  to  commemorate  the 
Court's  300th  anniversary  at  its  original  site;  last  October  the  Court  conducted  a  special 
sitting  in  Northampton.  Single  justice  sessions  have  also  been  held  at  law  schools 
throughout  the  state  in  the  past  year. 

Chief  Justice  Paul  J.  Liacos  said,  "We  were  so  pleased  by  the  response  to  the 
Court's  sitting  outside  of  Boston  last  year  that  we  decided  to  visit  other  locations  in  the 
Commonwealth.  Our  purpose  is  to  make  justice  more  accessible  to  the  public,  to  aid  in 
demystifying  the  judicial  process  and  to  have  an  opportunity  to  visit  outlying  court 
facilities." 

The  sitting  began  with  a  brief  ceremony  which  included  welcoming  remarks  to  the 
seven  Justices  by  Plymouth  District  Bar  Association  President  Lothrop  Withington.  Ill 
and  a  brief  commentary  by  Chief  Justice  Liacos. 

Following  the  remarks,  the  Justices  heard  oral  arguments.  The  five  cases  were 
Commonwealth  vs.  James  X.  Kwiatkowski;  Rockdale  Management  Co.,  Inc.  &  others  vs. 
Shawmut  Bank,  N.A.;  Commonwealth  vs.  Thomas  Koonce;  Commonwealth  MRI 
Associates  &  others  vs.  Department  of  Public  Health;  and  Joseph  J.  Rinkaus,  Jr.  &  others 
vs.  Town  of  Carver. 
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The  Justices  took  the  cases  under  advisement.  They  generally  render  written 
decisions  within  130  days  after  oral  arguments,  review  of  the  legal  briefs  and  examination 
of  applicable  laws. 

After  the  Court's  adjournment,  the  Justices  were  honored  guests  at  a  luncheon 
sponsored  by  the  Plymouth  County  Bar  and  Plymouth  District  Bar  Associations.  Chief 
Justice  Liacos  was  the  featured  speaker. 

The  SJC,  the  state's  highest  appellate  court,  hears  arguments  in  a  broad  range  of 
criminal  and  civil  cases  during  the  first  week  of  every  month  from  September  through 
May.  Single  justice  sessions  are  held  each  week  throughout  the  year  by  the  Associate 
Justices  on  a  monthly  rotation  schedule. 

In  addition  to  its  appellate  functions,  the  SJC  is  responsible  for  the  general 
superintendence  of  the  Massachusetts  courts  and  the  bar.  Originally  called  the  Superior 
Court  of  Judicature,  the  300-year  old  Court  is  the  oldest  appellate  court  in  continuous 
existence  in  the  Western  Hemisphere.  Since  1780,  it  has  been  operating  under  the  oldest, 
still  functioning  written  constitution  in  the  world. 
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New  Assistive  Listening  Systems  Available  in  Massachusetts  Courts 

Boston,  MA —  Courthouses  throughout  the  Commonwealth  now  have  portable  assistive 
listening  systems  available  to  provide  better  access  to  the  courts  for  individuals  with 
hearing  disabilities.  The  new  systems  enable  people  who  are  hard  of  hearing  to  listen  to 
court  proceedings  using  special  earphones  connected  to  receiver  boxes  which  amplify 
sound  from  transmitters  located  near  microphones.  The  listening  devices  can  be  used  in 
courtrooms,  probation  offices,  jury  pool  rooms,  or  any  other  court  office  where  they  are 
needed. 

There  are  four  assistive  listening  systems  that  can  be  shipped  to  any  court  with 
48-72  hours  advance  notice.  Approximately  175  court  employees  across  the  state  have 
received  training  to  accommodate  individuals  who  need  these  special  devices. 

Deputy  Commissioner  of  Probation  Marge  Brown,  the  court's  Americans  with 
Disabilities  Act  (ADA)  Coordinator,  said,  "The  availability  of  this  new  technology  means 
we  are  now  better  equipped  to  serve  people  with  hearing  disabilities.  Assistive  listening 
systems  open  up  the  courts  on  a  new  level  to  people  who  are  hard  of  hearing." 

Requests  for  the  assistive  listening  system  should  be  made  by  contacting  Marge 
Brown,  at  (617)  727-6746  (voice  or  TTY),  or  by  calling  the  local  court  where  the  system 
would  be  needed. 
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New  TTY  Device  Improves  Accessibility  of  Gardner  Court 

Gardner,  MA —  The  Gardner  District  Court  now  has  a  text  telephone  (TTY)  in  use  to 
provide  better  access  to  the  courts  for  individuals  with  speech  and  hearing  disabilities. 
The  TTY  device  will  enable  an  estimated  300,000  hard  of  hearing  and  30,000  deaf  people 
in  Massachusetts  to  communicate  directly  over  the  telephone  with  court  employees.  It 
will  also  allow  individuals  with  speech  disabilities  to  communicate  more  effectively  with 
court  staff. 

Omer  Cormier,  Chief  Probation  Officer  of  the  Gardner  District  Court,  said,  "The 
installation  of  the  TTY  device  means  we  are  now  better  equipped  to  serve  people  with 
hearing  and  speech  disabilities.  We  can  use  this  new  device  to  respond  to  inquiries  and 
assist  people  with  the  wide  range  of  criminal  and  civil  matters  that  come  before  the 
court." 

The  Gardner  District  Court  TTY  number  is  (508)  632-4276,  and  will  be  staffed 
Monday  through  Friday,  8:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m.  TTY  devices  have  also  been  installed  in 
eleven  other  courthouses  throughout  the  state,  as  well  as  the  administrative  offices  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  (617/557-1 193)  and  the  Trial  Court  (617/742-1536),  and  the 
offices  of  the  Jury  Commissioner  (800/328-3202)  and  the  Commissioner  of  Probation 
(617/727-6746). 
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Chief  Justice  Fenton  Awards  Trial  Court  Employee  of  the  Year; 
19  Court  Employees  Honored  with  Excellence  Awards 

Boston,  MA —  In  recognition  of  outstanding  service  to  the  Trial  Court,  the  Chief  Justice 
for  Administration  and  Management  of  the  Trial  Court,  John  E.  Fenton,  Jr.,  today 
announced  the  1993  Employee  of  the  Year  and  19  recipients  of  the  Trial  Court  Excellence 
Awards.  A  special  ceremony  to  honor  *lv    '  mers  was  held  todayin  the  Boston 
Municipal  Court. 

The  Trial  Court  Employee  of  the  Year  is  Rosemary  T.  Carr,  First  Assistant  Clerk 
Magistrate  for  Jury  Sessions  at  the  Boston  Municipal  Court.  A  resident  of  South  Boston, 
Ms.  Carr  began  her  career  with  the  Boston  Municipal  Court  in  1966.  Throughout  her  28 
years  of  dedicated  service,  she  worked  in  various  capacities  in  the  Clerk's  Office  and 
received  several  promotions  there.  In  1989,  she  was  appointed  First  Assistant  Clerk  for 
Jury  Sessions. 

The  Trial  Court  Employee  of  the  Year  Award  is  the  highest  honor  bestowed  upon 
a  court  employee.  At  the  awards  ceremony,  Chief  Justice  Fenton  praised  Ms.  Carr  for  her 
"resourcefulness  on  the  job,  willingness  to  help  people,  vast  knowledge  of  court 
procedures  and  enthusiasm  for  the  vocation." 

The  19  court  employees  who  received  the  Trial  Court  Excellence  Awards  were 
also  praised  by  Chief  Justice  Fenton  as  conscientious  public  servants  whose  efforts  and 
contributions  to  the  Trial  Court  deserved  special  recognition. 
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The  Trial  Court  awards  are  given  annually  to  outstanding  court  employees  who  are 
selected  by  their  peers  and  co-workers.  Over  200  nominations  were  received  this  year 
and  reviewed  by  a  committee  representing  all  of  the  departments  of  the  Trial  Court. 
Andrea  Gregory,  Human  Resources  Coordinator  in  the  Administrative  Office  of  the  Trial 
Court,  organized  the  program. 

There  are  currently  5500  employees  in  the  Trial  Court  at  approximately  100  court 
locations. 
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The  1993  Trial  Court  Employee  Excellence  Awards 

Trial  Court  Employee  of  the  Year 

Rosemary  T.  Carr,  of  South  Boston 

First  Assistant  Clerk  Magistrate,  Jury  Sessions 

Boston  Municipal  Court  Department 

Trial  Court  Employee  Excellence  Award  Winners 

Sandra  L.  Adams,  of  Salem 

Research  Automation  Specialist 

Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Probation 

Patricia  L.  Bad,  of  Worcester 
Head  Administrative  Assistant 
Worcester  Superior  Court,  Probation  Services 

Harriet  E.  Beasley,  of  Brockton 
Probation  Oficer 

Dedham  Division,  District  Court  Department 

C"        Z.^u.tj,  of  Springfield 
Procedures  Clerk  II 

Hampden  Division,  Housing  Court  Department 

Gloria  M.  Dotson,  of  Chicopee 

Head  Administrative  Assistant 

Springfield  Division,  Juvenile  Court  Department 

Ann  O'Connor  Downes,  of  Andover 
Director,  Civil  Concilliation  Program 
Lawrence  Division,  District  Court  Department 

Nancy  C.  Fabiszewski,  of  Salem 
Head  Administrative  Assistant 
District  Court  Administrative  Office 

Gregory  W.  Fulchino,  of  Everett 

Systems  Analyst  I 

Office  of  the  Jury  Commissioner 

Sandra  A.  Giovannucci,  of  Hyde  Park 
Head  Administrative  Assistant 

Suffolk  Division,  Probate  and  Family  Court  Department 

David  Greenwood,  of  Hudson 
Building  Supervisor  I,  Court  Facilities 
Ayer  Division,  District  Court  Department 
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Sandra  L.  Jenkins,  of  Dorchester 
Administrative  Secretary 
Administrative  Office  of  the  Trial  Court 
Planning  and  Development  Department 

Cynthia  J.  Kerr,  of  Walpole 
Head  Procedures  Clerk 

Wrentham  Division,  District  Court  Department 

Jane  M.  Mahon,  of  Dorchester 

Assistant  Clerk  Magistrate 

Suffolk  Superior  Court  for  Civil  Business 

Peter  Mazzapica,  of  West  Newton 
Probation  Officer 

Roxbury  Division,  District  Court  Department 

William  A.  McEvoy,  of  Newton 

Assistant  Clerk  Magistrate 

Newton  Division,  District  Court  Department 

Ann  P.  Philbrook,  of  Randolph 

Decree  Clerk 

Land  Court  Department 

Sheila  M.  Spencer,  of  Granville 
Head  Procedures  Clerk 

Hampden  Division,  Probate  and  Family  Court  Department 

Estelle  E.  Stoddard,  of  North  Weymouth 

Head  Administrative  Assistant 

Quincy  Division,  District  Court  Department 

Lewis  F.  Warren,  of  Salem 
Probation  Officer 

Salem  Division.  District  Court  Department 
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SJC  Appoints  New  Reporter  of  Decisions 


Boston,  MA —  The  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
today  announced  the  appointment  of  attorney  C.  Clifford  Allen  as  the  new  Reporter  of 
Decisions  for  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  and  Massachusetts  Appeals  Court.  Mr.  Allen 
assumed  his  new  position  on  April  15,  following  the  retirement  of  Thomas  B.  Merritt, 
who  served  as  the  previous  Reporter  of  Decisions  for  20  years. 

Mr.  Allen  previously  served  as  the  Deputy  Reporter  of  Decisions  for  the 
Commonwealth's  appellate  courts  since  1987,  and  served  as  the  Assistant  Reporter  from 
1982  to  1987.  Prior  to  that,  Mr.  Allen  was  a  Legal  Editor  and  then  Managing  Editor  for 
the  Equity  Publishing  Corporation  since  1978.  He  was  also  an  Associate  Editor  of 
American  Law  Reports  for  the  Lawyers  Cooperative  Publishing  Company  from  1976  to 
1978.  A  resident  of  Beverly,  Mr.  Allen  is  a  graduate  of  Capital  University  Law  School 
and  Muhlenberg  College. 

The  Reporter  of  Decisions  oversees  all  editorial  and  technical  work  of  publishing 
the  Massachusetts  Reports  and  Massachusetts  Appeals  Court  Reports.  The  bound 
volumes  of  reports  are  the  permanent  official  record  of  judicial  opinions  issued  by  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  and  the  Massachusetts  Appeals  Court. 


## 


4  ss.  "5"  l  .3:  my/i^  ^ 


GOVERNMENT  DOCUMENTS 
COLLECTION 


public  information  office 
Supreme  Judicial  Court 

218  Old  Courthouse 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02108 


0 I 1994  PRESS  RELEASE 


assachusetts 

Kenney  FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE: 

114  May  25,  1994 


Chief  Justice  Fenton  Appoints  Members  to 
Trial  Court  Gender  Equality  Advisory  Board 

Boston,  MA —  In  a  continuing  effort  to  institutionalize  gender  equality  in  the 
Massachusetts  court  system,  the  Chief  Justice  for  Administration  and  Management  of  the 
Trial  Court,  John  E.  Fenton,  Jr.,  today  announced  the  18  members  appointed  to  the  Trial 
Court  Gender  Equality  Advisory  Board.  The  first  meeting  will  be  held  on  June  7. 

According  to  Chief  Justice  Fenton,  the  Advisory  Board  will  advise  him  on  "the 
existence  and  means  for  eradicating  any  continuing  gender  bias  in  the  operations, 
administration  and  management  of  the  Trial  Court,  the  institutionalization  within  the  Trial 
Court  of  policies  and  practices  supportive  of  and  conducive  to  the  attainment  of  gender 
equality,  the  formulation  of  standards  applicable  to  pertinent  aspects  of  personal 
administration  and  the  development  of  educational  and  training  programs  for  Trial  Court 
judges  and  personnel." 

Hon.  Ruth  I.  Abrams,  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  will  serve  as 
the  honorary  chairperson  of  the  Advisory  Board.  Chief  Justice  Fenton  appointed  Boston 
Municipal  Court  Associate  Judge  Linda  G.  Giles  as  the  Chairperson  and  Land  Court 
Associate  Judge  Karyn  F.  Scheier  as  Vice-Chairperson  of  the  Advisory  Board. 

Judge  Giles  said,  "I  am  honored  to  be  appointed  as  the  Chairperson  by  Chief  Justice 
Fenton,  who  is  firmly  committed  to  the  promotion  of  gender  equality  and  the  elimination  of 
gender  bias  in  the  Trial  Court.  With  the  guidance  of  Supreme  Judicial  Court  Justice  Ruth 
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Abrams,  the  Advisory  Board  hopes  to  carry  on  the  good  work  and  progressive  goals  of  the 
SJC's  recently  concluded  Committee  for  Gender  Equality." 

In  1986,  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  appointed  a  Gender  Bias  Study  Committee, 
which  documented  in  a  comprehensive  report  that  gender  bias  existed  in  the  courts,  and 
which  made  recommendations  for  implementing  changes  in  the  court  system  to  eradicate 
gender  bias.  SJC  Associate  Justices  Ruth  I.  Abrams  and  John  M.  Greaney  served  as  the  Co- 
Chairpersons  of  the  committee. 

In  1989,  after  the  report  was  published,  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  established  a 
Committee  for  Gender  Equality,  under  the  guidance  of  Justice  Abrams,  to  carry  out  the 
recommendations  contained  in  the  Gender  Bias  Study  Report.  With  the  leadership, 
commitment  and  support  of  SJC  Chief  Justice  Paul  J.  Liacos,  the  Committee  for  Gender 
Equality  became  a  national  model  for  implementation  of  gender  equality  in  the  courts. 

Most  of  the  Committee's  efforts  were  conducted  by  various  task  forces  which 
targeted  specific  areas  of  the  judicial  system,  such  as  court  conduct,  abuse  prevention 
proceedings  (c.  209A  cases),  attorneys  fees,  mediation  in  the  Probate  and  Family  Courts, 
and  court  support  staff.  Additionally,  numerous  educational  activities  forjudges  and  court 
personnel,  including  an  All  Court  Conference  on  Gender  Issues,  co-sponsored  by  the 
Flaschner  Judicial  Institute,  and  training  programs,  in  conjunction  with  the  Trial  Court's 
Judicial  Institute,  helped  to  focus  attention  on  many  gender-related  issues  in  the  courts. 

After  five  years  of  dedicated  service  to  the  courts,  the  SJC  Committee  on  Gender 
Equality  concluded  iis  work  last  March.  The  SJC  determined,  however,  that  the  mission  to 
institutionalize  gender  equality  in  the  courts  should  be  continued  in  the  Trial  Court. 

The  members  of  the  Trial  Court  Gender  Equality  Advisory  Board  to  the  Chief  Justice 
for  Administration  and  Management  are  as  follows: 

Honorary  Chairperson:     Hon.  Ruth  I.  Abrams,  of  Cambridge 

Associate  Justice,  Supreme  Judicial  Court 

Chairperson:  Hon.  Linda  G.  Giles,  of  Jamaica  Plain 

Associate  Judge,  Boston  Municipal  Court 
-more- 
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Vice-Chairperson:  Hon.  Karyn  F.  Scheier,  of  Weston 

Associate  Judge,  Land  Court 

Eve  M.  Blakeslee.  of  Charlemont 

First  Assistant  Clerk,  Franklin  Superior  Court 

Hon.  Margot  Botsford,  of  Brookline 
Associate  Judge,  Superior  Court 

Christine  L.  Butler,  Esq.,  of  Somerville 
Butler  &  Monks 

Rosemary  T.  Carr,  of  South  Boston 

First  Assistant  Clerk  Magistrate  for  Jury  Sessions,  Boston  Municipal  Court 

Henry  Clay,  Esq.,  of  Boxford 

Chief  Staff  Counsel,  Supreme  Judicial  Court 

Anne  I.  Craig,  Esq.,  of  Lexington 

Professor  Kimberly  Hawkins,  of  Jamestown,  NY 
Northeastern  University  Law  School 

Professor  Ruth  Arlene  Howe,  of  Brookline 
Boston  College  Law  School 

Lillian  Miranda,  Esq.,  of  Northampton 
Miranda  &  Miranda 

Hon.  David  G.  Sacks,  of  Springfield 

First  Justice,  Hampden  County  Probate  and  Family  Court 

Hon.  Sarkis  Teshoian,  of  Worcester 
First  Justice,  Uxbridge  District  Court 

Ms.  Marnie  Warner,  of  Dorchester 

Law  Library  Coordinator,  Administrative  Office  of  the  Trial  Court 

Alice  E.  Zaft,  Esq.,  of  Wilbraham 
Cooley  Shrair 

Ex  Officio  Members: 

Lynne  G.  Reed,  Esq.,  of  Belmont 

Executive  Director,  Administrative  Office  of  the  Trial  Court 

Maria  Z.  Mossaides,  Esq.,  of  Worcester 

Administrative  Assistant  to  the  Justices,  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
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New  TTY  Device  Improves  Accessibility  of  Taunton  District  Court 

Taunton,  MA — The  Taunton  Division  of  the  District  Court  Department  recently  received 
a  text  telephone,  or  "TTY,"  to  assist  hearing  disabled  persons  in  communicating  more 
effectively  with  that  court.  A  TTY  device  allows  the  hearing  disabled  person  to 
communicate  through  regular  telephone  lines  using  a  keyboard  that  sends  and  receives 
printed  messages.  To  reach  the  Taunton  District  Court  TTY,  call:  1-508-822-3321, 
Monday  through  Friday,  8:30  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 

William  McAndrew,  Chief  Probation  Officer  for  the  Taunton  District  Court  said, 
"The  installation  of  the  TTY  device  means  that  we  are  better  equipped  to  serve  people 
with  hearing  and  speech  disabilities.  We  can  use  this  new  device  to  respond  to  inquiries 
and  to  assist  people  with  the  wide  range  of  criminal  and  civil  matters  that  come  before  the 
court."  The  Taunton  District  Court  handled  approximately  25,880  civil  and  criminal 
cases  in  1993. 

The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  and  the  Trial  Court  continue  to  make  the  judicial 
system  more  accessible  to  the  estimated  300,000  hearing  impaired  individuals  in 
Massachusetts.  Nineteen  TTY  systems  have  been  installed  in  courthouses  and 
administrative  offices  throughout  the  Commonwealth.  Eight  additional  TTY  devices  are 
expected  to  be  installed  in  other  courts  by  the  end  of  1994.  To  date,  approximately  400 
court  employees,  including  clerk  magistrates,  probation  officers,  court  officers  and 
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support  staff  have  received  specialized  training  to  accommodate  disabled  individuals 
seeking  business  in  the  courts. 

Other  important  TTY  numbers  in  the  court  system  include: 


Administrative  Office  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  (617)  557-1193  V/TTY 

Administrative  Office  of  the  Trial  Court  (617)  742-1536  V/TTY 

"Jobs  Hotline"  (Human  Resources  Department):  (617)  723-3815  V/TTY 

Office  of  the  Jury  Commissioner  (800)  328-3202  V/TTY 

Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Probation  (617)  727-6746  V/TTY 


For  more  information  about  the  TTY  system  and  other  services  within  the  court 
system  for  disabled  persons,  contact  the  Americans  With  Disabilities  Act  (ADA) 
Coordinator  in  Boston  at:  (617)  727-6746  V/TTY. 
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New  TTY  Device  Improves  Accessibility  of  Boston  Municipal  Court 

Boston,  MA —  The  Boston  Municipal  Court  recently  received  a  text  telephone,  or 
"TTY,"  to  assist  hearing  disabled  persons  in  communicating  more  effectively  with  that 
court.  A  TTY  device  allows  the  hearing  disabled  person  to  communicate  through  regular 
telephone  lines  using  a  keyboard  that  sends  and  receives  printed  messages.  To  reach  the 
TTY  at  the  Boston  Municipal  Court,  call:  (617)  725-8463,  Monday  through  Friday,  8:30 
a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 

Deputy  Commissioner  of  Probation,  Marge  Brown,  who  is  the  Americans  With 
Disabilities  Act  (ADA)  Coordinator,  said,  "The  installation  of  the  TTY  device  means  that 
the  Boston  Municipal  Court  is  better  equipped  to  respond  to  inquiries  and  to  assist  people 
with  a  wide  range  of  criminal  and  civil  matters  that  come  before  the  court."  The  Boston 
Municipal  Court  handled  approximately  40,600  civil  and  criminal  cases  in  1993. 

The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  and  the  Trial  Court  continue  to  make  the  judicial 
system  more  accessible  to  the  estimated  300,000  hearing  impaired  people  in 
Massachusetts.  Nineteen  TTY  systems  have  been  installed  in  courthouses  and 
administrative  offices  throughout  the  Commonwealth.  Eight  additional  TTY  devices  are 
expected  to  be  installed  in  other  courts  by  the  end  of  1994.  To  date,  approximately  400 
court  employees,  including  clerk  magistrates,  probation  officers,  court  officers  and 
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support  staff,  have  received  specialized  training  on  the  use  of  TTY  and  in  accommodating 
disabled  individuals  seeking  business  in  the  courts. 

Listed  below  are  other  important  TTY  numbers  in  the  court  system: 

Administrative  Office  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court:  (617)  557-1193  V/TTY 

Administrative  Office  of  the  Trial  Court:  (617)  742-1536  V/TTY 

"Jobs  Hotline"  (Human  Resources  Department):  (617)  723-3815  V/TTY 

Office  of  the  Jury  Commissioner:  (800)  328-3202  WTT Y 

Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Probation  (617)  727-6746  V/TTY 

For  more  information  about  the  TTY  system  and  other  services  within  the  court 
system  for  disabled  persons,  contact  the  ADA  Coordinator  in  Boston,  at:  (617)  727-6746 
V/TTY. 
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JUVENILE  JUSTICE  COMMISSION  PRESENTS  FINAL  REPORT 


BOSTON,  MA—      At  a  ceremony  held  yesterday  afternoon  in  the 
courtroom  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  Associate  Justice  Joseph 
R.  Nolan,  chair  of  the  Commission  on  Juvenile  Justice,  presented 
the  Commission's  final  report  to  his  colleagues  on  the  SJC. 

Commenting  on  the  work  of  Commission  and  Task  Forces 
members,  Justice  Nolan  praised  the  "remarkable  dedication  and 
commitment  of  Commission  members  who  labored  for  over  two  years 
to  develop  recommendations  that  would  improve  the  management  of 
child  welfare  cases  which  appear  before  the  courts." 

The  main  thrust  of  the  Commission's  recommendations, 
including  the  proposed  Uniform  Rules  of  Procedure  for  all  court 
departments  involved  with  child  welfare  cases,  is  to  reduce  delay 
through  improved  case  management.    One  of  the  Commission's 
primary  concerns  during  its  deliberations  was  the  effect  on 
children  and  families  who  are  forced  to  endure  lengthy  delays 
before  a  resolution  is  reached. 
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The  most  controversial  recommendation  proposed  by  the 
Commission  calls  for  the  repeal  of  the  children  in  need  of 
services  statute  (CHINS)  as  a  long-term  goal.    Believing  that 
there  are  more  appropriate  and  effective  remedies  available  to 
handle  these  types  of  problems,  the  Commission  offers  a  diversion 
model  through  which  all  cases  involving  truants,  runaways,  and 
incorrigibles  would  be  evaluated  by  a  Diversion  Program  Screening 
Committee  of  the  court  of  jurisdiction. 

The  screening  committee  would  be  comprised  of  a  probation 
officer,  a  Department  of  Social  Services  caseworker,  a  Department 
of  Mental  Health  worker,  a  school  department  adjustment 
counselor/supervisor  of , attendance,  and  a  court  clinic  worker. 
It  would  be  the  screening  committee's  responsibility  to  gather 
background  case  information,  to  make  recommendations  for 
services,  and  to  develop  a  Diversion  Contract  to  be  signed  by  the 
child,  the  child's  parent/guardian  and  the  probation  officer.  The 
contract  would  state  the  responsibilities  of  each  party  as  well 
as  the  consequences  of  not  participating  in  the  recommended 
services. 

In  recommending  the  diversion  model  as  a  preferred  way  to 
handle  CHINs  cases,  the  Commission  acknowledges  the  value  of 
attempting  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  family  structure 
which  is  frequently  jeopardized  when  the  court  becomes  involved. 
The  diversion  model  also  is  a  recognition  that  family  problems 
that  result  in  the  filing  of  an  application  for  a  CHINs  petition 
have  often  taken  years  to  develop.    The  Commission's 
recommendation  suggests  that  holistic  treatment  of  the  family 
rather  than  a  concentration  on  the  child  as  the  source  of  the 

—more- 


problem  is  the  most  effective  vay  to  treat  child/parent  and 
child/school  problems. 

For  those  cases  that  require  the  filing  of  an  application 
for  a  chi ld-in-need-of -services  petition,  another  recommendation 
calls  for  strengthening  the  formal  legal  process  to  include 
parents  as  parties  and  to  appoint  an  attorney  at  the  initial 
appearance  to  represent  the  child's  interests. 

One  of  the  Commission's  priority  recommendations  is  that  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  adopt  a  policy  regarding  mandatory 
training  for  judges  and  other  court  personnel  who  handle  child 
welfare  cases.    This  recommendation  reflects  the  Commission's 
deep  concern  that  those  whose  decisions  and  actions  can 
permanently  affect  a  child's  developmental  progress  be 
knowledgeable  and  conversant  with  relevant  law,  procedures, 
dispositional  alternatives,  and  available  resources. 

In  accepting  the  report  from  the  Commission  on  Juvenile 
Justice,  Chief  Justice  Liacos  thanked  the  Commission  for  their 
diligent  efforts,  "The  variety  of  perspectives  and  strength  of 
commitment  to  these  issues  are  apparent  in  the  thoughtful 
recommendations  in  this  report.    The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  is 
grateful  for  the  time  and  devotion  to  the  children  of  the 
Commonwealth  that  is  reflected  throughout  this  document." 


/// 
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FRANKLIN  COUNTY  FUTURES  LAB  TASK  FORCE  HOLDS  FIRST  MEETING 


BOSTON,  MA —      The  Franklin  County  Futures  Lab  Task  Force  will 
host  a  reception  for  local  community  leaders  on  Tuesday  evening, 
June  21,  at  Greenfield  Community  College.     Guest  speakers  will  be 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  Chief  Justice  Paul  J.  Liacos  and  Chief 
Justice  for  Administration  and  Management  John  E.  Fenton  Jr. 

The  35-member  Task  Force,  headed  by  District  Court  Judge 
Thomas  T.  Merrigan  and  Greenfield  Attorney  Diane  H.  Esser,  was 
created  in  March  1994  and  is  comprised  of  judges,  other  members 
of  the  Franklin  County  court  system  and  officials  from  state  and 
local  organizations.     The  Task  Force  is  intended  to  bring  to 
reality  the  vision  for  the  future  of  the  Massachusetts  court 
system  described  in  Reinventing  Justice:  2022,  the  final  report  ■ 
of  the  Chief  Justice's  Commission  on  the  Future  of  the  Courts. 
The  Futures  Commission  envisioned  a  "user-friendly"  legal  system 
premised  upon  a  new  model  of  justice  where  traditional 
courthouses  are  replaced  by  "comprehensive  justice  centers"  that 
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upon  a  new  model  of  justice  where  traditional  courthouses  are 
replaced  by  "comprehensive  justice  centers"  that  offer  citizens  a 
wide  range  of  services  and  assistance  both  before  and  after 
claims  are  filed. 

Asked  about  the  purpose  of  the  Task  Force,  Chief  Justice 
Liacos  commented,  "If  we  are  to  create  a  service-oriented  justice 
system,  the  most  important  changes  must  occur  at  the  courthouse 
level.     The  idea  behind  the  Franklin  County  Justice  Lab  Task 
Force  is  to  provide  local  innovators  with  sponsorship  and  freedom 
to  try  out  the  kinds  of  changes  suggested  by  the  Future's 
Commission  report.     We  believe  that  the  challenge  Task  Force 
members  have  accepted  in  agreeing  to  be  part  of  this  experiment 
will  be  an  exciting  and' rewarding  experience." 

Over  the  fall,  the  Task  Force  will  hold  a  series  of  town 
meetings  with  broad,  diverse  and  extensive  participation  by 
citizens  of  the  county.     Using  Reinventing  Justice:  2022  as  a 
text,  the  town  meetings  will  set  goals  and  develop  plans  for  the 
future  of  the  legal  system  in  Franklin  County.     The  Task  Force  is 
also  expected  to  recommend  pilot  and  experimental  projects  aimed 
at  "reinventing  justice"  in  Franklin  County. 

Chief  Justice  Fenton  said  of  the  project,   "The  Task  Force 
presents  a  unique  and  creative  opportunity  for  grassroots 
participation  in  the  implementation  of  the  goals  and  objectives 
described  in  the  Futures  Commission  Report.     Chief  Justice  Liacos 
and  I  are  looking  forward  to  the  results  of  this  experiment  in 
public  participation." 
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JUVENILE  JUSTICE  COMMISSION  PRESENTS  FINAL  REPORT 


BOSTON,  MA —      At  a  ceremony  held  yesterday  afternoon  in  the 
courtroom  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  Associate  Justice  Joseph 
R.  Nolan,  chair  of  the  Commission  on  Juvenile  Justice,  presented 
the  Commission's  final  report  to  his  colleagues  on  the  SJC. 

Commenting  on  the  work  of  Commission  and  Task  Forces 
members,  Justice  Nolan  praised  the  "remarkable  dedication  and 
commitment  of  Commission  members  who  labored  for  over  two  years 
to  develop  recommendations  that  would  improve  the  management  of 
child  welfare  cases  which  appear  before  the  courts. " 

The  main  thrust  of  the  Commission's  recommendations, 
including  the  proposed  Uniform  Rules  of  Procedure  for  all  court 
departments  involved  with  child  welfare  cases,  is  to  reduce  delay 
through  improved  case  management.    One  of  the  Commission's 
primary  concerns  during  its  deliberations  was  the  effect  on 
children  and  families  who  are  forced  to  endure  lengthy  delays 
before  a  resolution  is  reached. 
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The  most  controversial  recommendation  proposed  by  the 
Commission  calls  for  the  repeal  of  the  children  in  need  of 
services  statute  (CHINS)  as  a  long-term  goal.    Believing  that 
there  are  more  appropriate  and  effective  remedies  available  to 
handle  these  types  of  problems,  the  Commission  offers  a  diversion 
model  through  which  all  cases  involving  truants,  runaways,  and 
incorrigibles  would  be  evaluated  by  a  Diversion  Program  Screening 
Committee  of  the  court  of  jurisdiction. 

The  screening  committee  would  be  comprised  of  a  probation 
officer,  a  Department  of  Social  Services  caseworker,  a  Department 
of  Mental  Health  worker,  a  school  department  adjustment 
counselor/supervisor  of • attendance ,  and  a  court  clinic  worker. 
It  would  be  the  screening  committee's  responsibility  to  gather 
background  case  information,  to  make  recommendations  for 
services,  and  to  develop  a  Diversion  Contract  to  be  signed  by  the 
child,  the  child's  parent/guardian  and  the  probation  officer.  The 
contract  would  state  the  responsibilities  of  each  party  as  well 
as  the  consequences  of  not  participating  in  the  recommended 
services. 

In  recommending  the  diversion  model  as  a  preferred  way  to 
handle  CHINs  cases,  the  Commission  acknowledges  the  value  of 
attempting  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  family  structure 
which  is  frequently  jeopardized  when  the  court  becomes  involved. 
The  diversion  model  also  is  a  recognition  that  family  problems 
that  result  in  the  filing  of  an  application  for  a  CHINs  petition 
have  often  taken  years  to  develop.     The  Commission's 
recommendation  suggests  that  holistic  treatment  of  the  family 
rather  than  a  concentration  on  the  child  as  the  source  of  the 
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problem  is  the  most  effective  way  to  treat  child/parent  and 
chi Id/ school  problems. 

For  those  cases  that  require  the  filing  of  an  application 
for  a  child-in-need-of-services  petition,  another  recommendation 
calls  for  strengthening  the  formal  legal  process  to  include 
parents  as  parties  and  to  appoint  an  attorney  at  the  initial 
appearance  to  represent  the  child's  interests. 

One  of  the  Commission's  priority  recommendations  is  that  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  adopt  a  policy  regarding  mandatory 
training  for  judges  and  other  court  personnel  who  handle  child 
welfare  cases.    This  recommendation  reflects  the  Commission's 
deep  concern  that  those  whose  decisions  and  actions  can 
permanently  affect  a  child's  developmental  progress  be 
knowledgeable  and  conversant  with  relevant  law,  procedures, 
dispositional  alternatives,  and  available  resources. 

In  accepting  the  report  from  the  Commission  on  Juvenile 
Justice,  Chief  Justice  Liacos  thanked  the  Commission  for  their 
diligent  efforts,  "The  variety  of  perspectives  and  strength  of 
commitment  to  these  issues  are  apparent  in  the  thoughtful 
recommendations  in  this  report.    The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  is 
grateful  for  the  time  and  devotion  to  the  children  of  the 
Commonwealth  that  is  reflected  throughout  this  document." 
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SJC  Program  Gives  Youths  Their  Day  In  Court 


Boston,  MA —  Thirty-two  Boston  area  high  school  students  are  learning  about  the 
Massachusetts  judicial  system  this  summer  from  a  unique  perspective  —  inside  the 
courthouse.  The  Judicial  Youth  Corps  is  the  nation's  first  court-sponsored  program  to 
combine  law-related  education  with  paid  summer  internships  in  the  courts  for  high  school 
students. 

Founded  in  1990  by  Supreme  Judicial  Court  Chief  Justice  Paul  J.  Liacos,  the 
16-week  program  is  designed  to  expand  young  people's  understanding  of  fundamental 
legal  values  and  to  foster  an  appreciation  of  the  judicial  system  through  education  and 
hands-on  interaction  with  the  courts. 

Chief  Justice  Liacos  said,  "Education  and  experience  are  key  elements  in  helping 
our  youth  understand  the  profound  impact  of  the  judicial  system  on  their  daily  lives.  The 
Judicial  Youth  Corps  reaches  out  to  young  people  and  strives  to  instill  in  them  a  broader 
appreciation  of  our  judicial  branch  of  government." 

This  year  students  from  Boston  Public  Schools,  parochial  schools  and  Revere  and 
Winthrop  High  Schools  were  selected  to  participate  in  the  program,  based  on  teacher 
recommendations  and  individual  interviews  with  court  personnel. 

From  a  volunteer  faculty  of  judges,  lawyers  and  various  court  personnel,  who  also 
act  as  mentors,  the  students  learn  about  subjects  that  affect  their  lives,  such  as  juvenile 
law,  domestic  violence  and  violence  prevention,  criminal  justice,  small  claims,  housing 
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and  family  matters.  Students  are  given  the  opportunity  to  observe  actual  trials  involving 
these  subjects  as  well. 

Following  an  eight-week  orientation  in  the  spring,  students  began  working  last 
week  in  the  various  courts  throughout  Suffolk  County,  including  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  the  Appeals  Court,  the  seven  departments  of  the  Trial  Court,  and  the  Offices  of  the 
Jury  Commissioner  and  Commissioner  of  Probation.  The  students  are  paid  an  average 
total  of  $1,200  for  their  eight-week  summer  job,  in  which  they  are  responsible  for  filing 
court  documents,  maintaining  records,  answering  telephones  and  other  clerical  duties. 

Weekly  educational  sessions  continue  throughout  the  summer  with  classes  on  the 
appellate  process,  alternative  dispute  resolution  and  other  topics,  which  include  field  trips 
to  the  Nashua  Street  Jail  and  the  State  House.  Students  also  spend  a  day  "shadowing"  a 
judge,  clerk,  probation  officer  and  other  court  employees  to  gain  a  first-hand  look  at  how 
the  system  operates.  At  the  end  of  August,  students  are  awarded  special  certificates  for 
their  successful  completion  of  the  program  at  an  appreciation  day  ceremony  with  Chief 
Justice  Liacos. 

The  Judicial  Youth  Corps  program,  now  in  its  fourth  year,  has  been  recognized 
nationally  with  a  merit  award  from  the  American  Bar  Association  as  an  "outstanding 
community  partnership  program  that  promotes  greater  understanding  of  the  justice 
system." 

### 
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Name 

School 

Town 

Dillon  Alexander 

South  Boston 

Boston 

Marlene  Batista 

West  Roxbury 

Roslindale 

Gladys  Bellard 

English 

Roxbury 

Nicole  Brantley 

Dorchester 

Boston 

Wilma  Calderon 

Snowden  International 

Roxbury 

Chernet  Campbell 

Horace  Mann  School 

Hvde  PstIc 

Kelly  Connolly 

Winthrop 

Winthrop 

Hengsoeun  Eung 

Revere 

Revere 

Natalie  Francis 

Boston  Latin  Academy 

Dorchester 

Ronald  George 

0' Bryant  School 

Boston 

Yohan  Germosen 

Charlestown 

Charlestown 

Olimpio  Guarino 

Revere 

Revere 

David  Huertas 

English 

Boston 

Kelli  Hyland 

Revere 

Revere 

Eugenia  Kiu 

Boston  Latin  School 

Brighton 

Byron  Knight 

Weston  High  (METCO) 

Boston 

Hueling  Lee 

Boston  Latin  School 

Boston 

David  Lynch 

Winthrop 

Winthrop 

Lesly  Martinez 

Dorchester 

Boston 

Isaac  McKay— Randoz z i 

?  English 

Jamaica  Plain 

Marcus  Merritt 

?  Cathedral 

Boston 

Kenneth  Morse 

Newman  Preparatory 

Revere 

Huan  Nguyen 

Cathedral 

.Dorchester 

Maria  Paul 

Brighton 

South  Boston 

Marjorie  Pauleon 

Boston  Latin  School 

Mattapan 

Kamiliah  Pompey 

0' Bryant  School 

Dorchester 

Zeneida  Ramos 

English 

Roslindale 

Steven  Sanon 

Dorchester 

Roslindale 

Kizzy  Scott 

Dorchester 

Boston 

Laventure  Simon 

Brighton 

Boston 

Ronney  Velazquez 

Madison  Park 

Dorchester 

Icey  Washington 

Charlestown 

Somerville 
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Boston,  MA —   The  attached  statement  is  by  Chief  Justice  Paul  J.  Liacos  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  concerning  the  appointment  of  Chief  Justice  for  Administration  and 
Management  of  the  Trial  Court  John  E.  Fenton,  Jr.  as  the  new  Dean  of  Suffolk  University 
Law  School. 


STATEMENT  BY  CHIEF  JUSTICE  PAUL  J.  LIACOS,  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT 
REGARDING  THE  APPOINTMENT  OF  HON.  JOHN  E.  FENTON,  JR. 
AS  DEAN  OF  THE  SUFFOLK  UNIVERSITY  LAW  SCHOOL 


THE  JUSTICES  AND  I  EXTEND  OUR  CONGRATULATIONS  TO  THE 
CHIEF  JUSTICE  FOR  ADMINISTRATION  AND  MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  TRIAL 
COURT,  JOHN  E.  FENTON,  JR.,  ON  HIS  WELL-DESERVED  APPOINTMENT  AS 
THE  DEAN  OF  SUFFOLK  UNIVERSITY  LAW  SCHOOL. 

CHIEF  JUSTICE  FENTON  HAS  SERVED  THE  JUDICIARY,  THE  BAR  AND  THE 
PUBLIC  FOR  THE  PAST  TWENTY  YEARS  WITH  EXEMPLARY  DISTINCTION  AND 
UNTIRING  DEVOTION  TO  BOTH  THE  LAW  AND  TO  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF 
JUSTICE.  HE  IS  A  MAN  OF  GREAT  CHARACTER,  INTELLIGENCE  AND  INTEGRITY. 
IT  WAS  BECAUSE  OF  THESE  QUALITIES,  AS  WELL  AS  HIS  LEADERSHIP  STYLE 
AND  MANAGEMENT  SKILLS,  THAT  THE  JUSTICES  APPOINTED  CHIEF  JUSTICE 
FENTON  AS  THE  CHIEF  JUSTICE  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  LAND  COURT  IN  1990 
AND  AS  CHIEF  JUSTICE  FOR  ADMINISTRATION  AND  MANAGEMENT  OF  THE 
TRIAL  COURT  IN  1991  AND  AGAIN  IN  1992. 

ALTHOUGH  WE  REGRET  THAT  CHIEF  JUSTICE  FENTON  IS  LEAVING  THE 
JUDICIARY,  WE  RECOGNIZE  THAT  HIS  LEGAL  TALENTS  AND  ADMINISTRATIVE 
ACUMEN  WILL  SERVE  HIM  WELL  IN  HIS  NEW  POSITION  AS  DEAN.  WE  WISH 
CHIEF  JUSTICE  FENTON  CONTINUED  SUCCESS  AS  HE  EMBARKS  ON  HIS  NEW 
AND  CHALLENGING  CAREER. 
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SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT  APPOINTS  NEW  CHIEF  JUSTICE  FOR 
ADMINISTRATION  AND  MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  TRIAL  COURT 

Boston,  MA —   In  an  effort  to  ensure  a  continuity  of  leadership  and  management  in 
the  operations  of  the  Trial  Court,  the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  today  announced  the  appointment  of  the  Hon.  John  J. 
Irwin,  Jr.  as  the  new  Chief  Justice  for  Administration  and  Management  of  the  Trial 
Court,  effective  September  1,  1994. 

The  Justices  received  with  much  regret  a  letter  of  resignation  from  the 
current  Chief  Justice  for  Administration  and  Management,  John  E.  Fenton,  Jr., 
who  is  leaving  the  Judiciary  to  become  the  new  Dean  of  Suffolk  University  Law 
School  on  September  1,  1994. 

Chief  Justice  Irwin  will  serve  the  remainder  of  Chief  Justice  Fenton's 
present  term,  which  expires  on  February  11,  1998.  Chief  Justice  Irwin  has  been 
serving  as  the  Chief  Justice  for  the  Superior  Court  Department  of  the  Trial  Court 
since  November,  1993. 

In  announcing  the  new  appointment,  Chief  Justice  Paul  J.  Liacos  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  stated,  "We  are  fortunate  to  have  a  proven  leader  and 
highly  capable  administrator  in  our  top  ranks.  Chief  Justice  Irwin  has  already 
demonstrated  his  management  skills  and  sound  judgment  during  his  recent  tenure 
as  Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  by  his  experience  as  an  administrator  of 
security  operations  and  consultant  to  Chief  Justice  Fenton  for  more  than  a  year  in 
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the  Administrative  Office  of  the  Trial  Court.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Chief 
Justice's  Commission  on  the  Future  of  the  Courts.  The  Justices  are  confident  that 
Chief  Justice  Irwin  will  continue  to  provide  outstanding  service  in  his  new 
position,  and  we  look  forward  to  working  with  him  to  improve  the  administration 
of  justice". 

Chief  Justice  Liacos  cited  computerization  of  the  court  system,  improved 
fiscal  planning  and  case  management,  and  the  modernization  of  court  facilities  as 
key  areas  that  need  to  be  addressed.  He  praised  Chief  Justice  Fenton  for  his 
"exemplary  work,  leadership  and  untiring  devotion"  towards  the  improvement  of 
the  Trial  Court  over  the  last  three  years  as  Chief  Justice  for  Administration  and 
Management. 

Chief  Justice  Irwin's  responsibilities  will  include  the  daily  management  of 
the  Trial  Court  operations,  as  well  as  oversight  of  the  fiscal,  legal,  planning  and 
development,  security,  human  resources  and  educational  functions  of  the 
Administrative  Office  of  the  Trial  Court. 

Chief  Justice  Fenton  has  pledged  his  full  support  and  assistance  to  Chief 
Justice  Irwin  to  provide  for  a  smooth  transition  of  authority.  It  was  Chief  Justice 
Fenton  who  appointed  Chief  Justice  Irwin  last  year  to  the  position  of  Superior 
Court  Chief  Justice,  in  accordance  with  G.L.c.21  IB  §5.  Chief  Justice  Irwin  will, 
in  turn,  be  responsible  for  the  appointment  of  a  new  Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior 
Court,  according  to  the  statute. 

Chief  Justice  Irwin  has  impressive  credentials  as  a  judge,  lawyer,  legal 
scholar,  administrator  and  teacher.  He  was  appointed  to  the  Superior  Court  in 
1976  and  became  the  Chief  Justice  of  that  department  in  1993.  Prior  to  that,  he 
was  Chief  of  the  Criminal  Bureau  in  the  Office  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the 
Commonwealth  from  1970  to  1976.  He  served  as  an  Assistant  District  Attorney 
and  the  First  Assistant  District  Attorney  in  Middlesex  County  for  eleven  years. 


He  also  had  a  private  law  practice  from  1957  to  1970. 

Chief  Justice  Irwin  is  also  a  professor  of  constitutional  law  at  Northeastern 
University  where  he  has  taught  for  the  last  24  years.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Boston 
College  and  Boston  College  Law  School.  After  receiving  his  undergraduate 
degree,  he  served  as  a  special  agent  in  the  U.S.  Army  Counter  Intelligence  Corps 
for  two  years  and  in  an  Army  detachment  in  Germany.  A  resident  of  Medford, 
Chief  Justice  Irwin  is  married  and  has  five  children. 

Upon  learning  of  the  SJC's  decision  to  appoint  him  as  Chief  Justice  for 
Administration  and  Management  of  the  Trial  Court,  Chief  Justice  Irwin  said,  "I 
am  honored  to  be  designated  by  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for  this  challenging 
position  and  hope  that  I  may  continue  the  excellent  progress  of  my  predecessor 
and  friend,  (Chief  Justice)  John  Fenton,  in  making  the  Trial  Court  a  more  effective 
and  efficient  operation.  I  look  forward  to  working  with  Chief  Justice  Liacos  and 
the  other  Justices,  and  share  with  them  their  vision  and  goal  for  a  safe,  accessible, 
and  modernized  court  system  to  serve  the  public." 


### 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT 


Suffolk,  ss.  August  1,  1994 


ORDER 


WHEREAS,  on  August  3,  1992,  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  reappointed  John  E.  Fenton,  Jr.  to  serve  as  the 
Chief  Administrative  Justice  of  the  Trial  Court  from  August  11, 
1992  to  August  11,  1999; 

WHEREAS,  subsequent  to  the  Justices'  reappointment  of  Chief 
Justice  Fenton,  the  enactment  of  St.  1992,  c.  379,  sec.  202 
provided  that  the  incumbent  Chief  Administrative  Justice  shall 
continue  to  serve  as  Chief  Justice  for  Administration  and 
Management  for  a  term  of  five  years  from  the  effective  date  of  St. 
1992,   c.  379; 

WHEREAS,  Chief  Justice  for  Administration  and  Management 
Fenton  will  resign  as  Chief  Justice  for  Administration  and 
Management  effective  September  1,  1994; 

The  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  pursuant  to  their 
constitutional,  inherent  and  statutory  powers  of  superintendence, 
as  well  as  the  power  vested  in  them  by  the  provisions  of  G.  L.  c. 
21 IB,  Sees.  6  and  7,  as  amended,  hereby  appoint 

JOHN  J.  IRWIN,  JR. 
current  Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court  Department  of  the  Trial 
Court,    as    Chief    Justice    for   Administration    and   Management  to 


succeed  Chief  Justice  for  Administration  and  Management  John  E. 
Fenton,  Jr.  on  his  resignation.  Chief  Justice  Irwin's  term  will 
commence  on  September  1,  1994  and  will  continue  for  the  remainder 
of  Chief  Justice  Fenton' s  term  until  February  11,  1998.  Chief 
Justice  Irwin  shall  set  a  date  for  his  resignation  as  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Superior  Court  Department,  with  the  date  of  such  resignation 
to  be  no  later  than  December  31,  1994. 

Witness  our  hands  this  1st  day  of  August,  1994. 


Paul  J.  Liacos 


Herbert 

P.  Wilkins 

Ruth  I. 

Abrams 

Joseph 

R.  Nolan 

Neil  L. 

Lynch 

Francis 

P.  O'Connor 

John  M. 

Greaney 

ss.  ™  1.3.  m-y  A^y 
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SJC  RULES  COMMITTEE  ESTABLISHES  COMMITTEE 
ON  ABA  MODEL  RULES 


Boston,  MA  - 


The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  Rules  Committee  has  established  a  special 


committee  to  review  the  American  Bar  Association  (ABA)  Model  Rules  of  Professional 
Conduct.  Since  1972  Massachusetts  lawyers  have  been  governed  by  ethical  rules  based  on 
the  1970  ABA  "Code  of  Professional  Responsibility  and  Canons  of  Judicial  Ethics."  In 
1983,  the  ABA  approved  a  new  ethical  code  for  lawyers,  the  "Model  Rules  of  Professional 
Conduct."  Since  that  time,  approximately  forty  states  and  the  District  of  Columbia  have 
adopted  ethical  rules  based  on  or  derived  from  the  ABA  Model  Rules. 

In  1986,  the  Boston  Bar  Association  submitted  a  petition  to  adopt  the  ABA  Model 
Rules.  At  that  time,  sixteen  states  had  adopted  versions  of  the  Model  Rules.  In  1988,  a 
majority  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  (two  Justices  dissenting)  declined  to  consider  whether 
the  court  should  adopt  the  Model  Rules. 

In  light  of  the  fact  that  forty  states  now  use  versions  of  the  Model  Rules,  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  is  reconsidering  its  earlier  decision.  To  assist  in  this  reconsideration,  the  SJC 
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Rules  Committee  has  appointed  the  following  persons  to  a  special  committee  for  the  purpose 
of  reviewing  the  Model  Rules  and  making  recommendations  to  the  Court  concerning  whether 
and  how  the  court  should  proceed  to  consider  the  Model  Rules:  Professor  Daniel  R. 
Coquillette,  Boston  College  Law  School;  Elaine  M.  Epstein,  Lo  Dolce  &  Epstein;  Michael 
Fredrickson,  General  Counsel,  Board  of  Bar  Overseers;  Professor  Susan  Koniak,  Boston 
University  School  of  Law;  Sandra  L.  Lynch,  Foley  Hoag  &  Eliot;  Robert  J.Muldoon,  Jr., 
Sherin  &  Lodgen;  Arnold  R.  Rosenfeld,  Bar  Counsel,  Board  of  Bar  Overseers;  Hon.  Herbert 
P.  Wilkins,  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  as  chair.  Justice  Abrams  as  a  member  of  the  Rules 
Committee  has  been  participating  in  the  discussions  of  the  Model  Rules  Committee,  which 
has  met  twice. 

The  Model  Rules  Committee  has  already  concluded  that  it  would  not  recommend 
adoption  of  the  Model  Rules  without  change. 

m 


55-  Sl.S:  I^H/Au 


7T^ 


PUBLIC  INFORMATION  OFFICE 

Supreme  Judicial  Court 

218  Old  Courthouse 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02108 


PRESS  RELEASE 


mi'MENT  DOCUMENTS 
LOLLECTIjN 


CONTACT:  Joan  Kenney 
617/557-1114 


SEP  01  \%A 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE: 

August  10,  1994 


AMERICAN  BAR  ASSOCIATION  HONORS 
SJC  CHIEF  JUSTICE  LIACOS 


Boston,  MA —   In  recognition  of  his  leadership  role  in  the  fight  against  substance  abuse 
in  the  legal  profession,  the  American  Bar  Association  awarded  a  Judicial  Certificate  of 
Appreciation  to  Supreme  Judicial  Court  Chief  Justice  Paul  J.  Liacos  at  the  ABA's  annual 
meeting  in  New  Orleans  on  August  6,  1994. 

This  is  the  first  time  that  the  ABA  has  honored  a  state  Supreme  Court  Justice  "for 
distinguished  service  in  the  promotion  of  lawyer  or  judicial  recovery  from  addiction." 
Chief  Justice  Liacos  and  thirteen  other  Supreme  Court  Justices  from  around  the  nation 
were  selected  for  this  distinguished  award  from  nominations  by  state  and  local  lawyer 
assistance  programs.  Lawyers  Concerned  for  Lawyers,  a  private,  non-profit 
Massachusetts  lawyer  assistance  program,  nominated  Chief  Justice  Liacos. 

A  strong  advocate  for  substance  abuse  education,  Chief  Justice  Liacos  has 
spearheaded  several  initiatives  to  change  the  legal  profession's  perception  of  drug  and 
alcohol  abuse  and  its  attitude  toward  recovery.  As  a  keynote  speaker  last  year  at  the 
nation's  first  law  firm  management  conference  in  Boston  to  address  the  issue  of  substance 
abuse  in  the  legal  profession,  Chief  Justice  Liacos  emphasized  that  the  curtailment  of 
substance  abuse  was  of  vital  importance  to  the  administration  of  justice.  In  even'  major 
speech  to  judges,  lawyers'  groups  and  bar  associations,  Chief  Justice  Liacos  has  urged 
that  the  profession's  leaders  adopt  constructive  policies  to  address  the  substance  abuse 
issue  and  to  support  lawyer  assistance  programs.  Through  statewide  correspondence  to 


-more- 


the  Massachusetts  judiciary,  he  has  informed  judges  of  educational  referral  services  and 
treatment  resources. 

Bonnie  Waters,  the  Executive  Director  of  Lawyers  Concerned  for  Lawyers  said, 
"Chief  Justice  Liacos  has  consistently  placed  this  issue  in  the  forefront  and  has  been 
instrumental  in  the  legal  profession's  heightened  awareness  of  the  problem  of  alcohol  and 
drug  abuse.  We  are  very  grateful  for  his  leadership  and  support." 

Chief  Justice  Liacos  also  appointed  SJC  Associate  Justice  Francis  P.  O'Connor 
to  oversee  an  SJC  Substance  Abuse  Project  that  has  been  developing  a  coordinated, 
system-wide  approach  to  the  problems  of  substance  abuse  and  has  held  numerous 
educational  workshops  throughout  the  state  forjudges,  lawyers,  court  employees  and 
community  service  providers. 

Justice  O'Connor  accepted  the  ABA's  award  on  behalf  of  Chief  Justice  Liacos, 
who  was  unable  to  attend  the  ABA  conference  last  week. 


### 
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New  TTY  Device  Improves  Accessibility  of 
New  Bedford  and  Fall  River  Courthouses 


Boston,  MA —  The  Bristol  County  Division  of  the  Juvenile  Court  Department  of  the 
Trial  Court  recently  received  text  telephones  (TTY)  to  assist  hearing  disabled  persons  in 
communicating  more  effectively  with  the  court  system. 

The  TTY  units  are  located  in  the  Fall  River  and  New  Bedford  Courthouses,  which 
houses  both  the  District  Court  and  Juvenile  Court  Departments;  the  TTY  is  accessible  for 
incoming  calls  to  both  court  departments. 

A  TTY  device  allows  the  hearing  disabled  person  to  communicate  through  regular 
telephone  lines  using  a  keyboard  that  sends  and  receives  printed  messages.  To  reach  the 
New  Bedford  Courthouse  TTY,  call:  (508)  991-3027.  In  Fall  River,  the  Courthouse  TTY 
number  is:  (508)  679-6710. 

Ronald  P.  Arruda,  Clerk  Magistrate  for  the  Bristol  Juvenile  Court,  lauded  the  new 
system.  "This  is  a  necessary  tool  for  those  people  who  may  have  thought  the  courts  were 
not  open  to  them  in  the  past,"  he  said.  "My  staff  has  been  well-trained  and  are  very 
enthusiastic  about  helping  people.  It's  a  good  feeling  to  know  that  people  are  aware  that 
we  care  about  them  and  are  sensitive  to  their  needs." 

In  addition,  the  Juvenile  Court  in  New  Bedford  is  equipped  with  a  "PocketTalker," 
a  portable  listening  aid  designed  to  amplify  sound  specifically  in  a  small  group  setting  or 
individual  conversation.  This  device  is  of  great  assistance  to  those  who  need  to 
communicate  with  court  personnel,  such  as  clerks  or  probation  officers. 
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The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  and  the  Trial  Court  continue  to  make  the  judicial 
system  more  accessible  to  the  estimated  300,000  hearing  impaired  individuals  in 
Massachusetts.  Twenty-one  TTY  systems  have  been  installed  in  courthouses  and 
administrative  offices  throughout  the  Commonwealth.  Ten  additional  devices  are 
expected  to  be  installed  in  other  courts  by  the  end  of  1994.  To  date,  approximately  500 
court  employees,  including  clerk  magistrates,  probation  and  court  officers  and  support 
staff  have  received  specialized  training  to  accommodate  disabled  individuals  seeking 
business  in  the  courts  and  in  the  use  of  new  listening  aids. 

Other  important  TTY  numbers  in  the  court  system  include: 

Administrative  Office  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  (6 1 7)  557- 1 1 93  V/TTY 
Administrative  Office  of  the  Trial  Court  (617)  742-1536  V/TTY 

"Jobs  Hotline"  (Human  Resources  Department):         (617)  723-3815  V/TTY 


For  more  information  about  the  TTY  system  and  other  services  within  the  court 
system  for  disabled  persons,  contact  the  Americans  With  Disabilities  Act  (ADA) 
Coordinator  in  Boston  at:  (617)  727-6746  V/TTY. 


Office  of  the  Jury  Commissioner 


(800)  328-3202  V/TTY 


Office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Probation 


(617)  727-6746  V/TTY 
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DECISION^ 


Pursuant    to   G.L.    c.    30,    §39Q,    the   Appellant,  Metric 
Corporation    ("Metric"),    is    appealing,    on   behalf   of  its 
subcontractor,    Bay    State   Wiring    ("Bay    State"),    the    denial   by  the 
Division   of   Capital    Planning   and   Operations    ("D.C.P.O.")  of 
change    order   #95    for    the    furnishing   of   a    security   console.  The 
change    order   was    submitted    in   connection   with   renovations    to  the 
West   Roxbury   District    Court,    Massachusetts    State    Project  No. 
JSB90-2,    Contract    No.    1    ("the  contract"). 

The   Administrative   Magistrate    heard    the    appeal    on   May  9, 
1994   at    the    offices    of    the   Division   of   Adminstrative   Law  Appeals 
100    Cambridge    Street,    Boston,    pursuant    to   G.L.    c.    7,  §4H. 

Joseph   Giuleo,    Jr.,    Vice    President    of    Bay    State,  William 
Glasser,    Project   Manager    for   Metric,    and    Peter   Merrell,  the 
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architect,    testified.      There    are    two    tapes    of    the  hearing. 
Fourteen   documents    were    marked    into   evidence    at    the    hearing    ( Exs . 
1-14).      The    following   were   marked    po s t -he  a r i ng :  electrical 
drawing    E-3,    Ex.    15;    minutes    of    the    August    23,    1993  project 
meeting,    Ex.    16;    summary    of    low   voltage    revisions    and  provisions 
dated   August    2,    1993,    with    attachments,    Ex.    17.      The  record 
closed    on   May    17,  1994. 
Findings    of  Fact 

1.  Bay    State    was    the    non    filed    low   voltage    subcontractor  and 
the    filed    electrical    subcontractor    for   Metric    on    the  project. 

2.  Section    16500    of    the   contract,    entitled    "Low  voltage 

Work",    states,    in  part: 

1.02    A.    Provide    all    labor,    materials,  equipment, 
services    and    accessories    necessary    to    furnish  and 
install    the    work    of    this    section,    complete  and 
functional,    as    indicated    in    the    Contract  Documents 
and    as    specified  herein... 

2.01    A.    The    contractor    shall    furnish    and    install  a 
complete    security    system   with    all  equipment, 
connections,    raceways,    cabling    and    devices  as 
specified    and    as    noted    on    the  drawings... 

H.  Materials 
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3.    Section   8700    of    the    contract,    entitled    "Finish  Hardware", 
contains    the    category    "Detention   Hardware".      Under    this,  a 
miscellaneous    section    reads:    "1    Control    Console    Folger  Adam 
310-CC   with    five    options..."    (Ex.  12). 
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4.  The    security    system   note   #1    for   drawing    E-ll  reads: 
"Devices    furnished   by    hardware    contractor,    installed    and   wired  by 
the    security    contractor"    (Ex.  13). 

5.  The   Folger   Adam   control   console   was    not    capable  of 
meeting    the    specifications    of    the    low  voltage    security  system 
(Merrell,  testimony). 

6.  The   electrical    floor    plan  does    not    show   the    location  of 
the    low  voltage    security   console    (Ex.  15). 

7.  Up   until    a   June,    1993   meeting   with    the    architect,  Mr. 
Giurleo   and   Mr.    Glasser    thought    that    only   one    console   was    to  be 
provided    for    the    project    (Giurleo,    Glasser,  testimony). 

8.  Mr.    Giurleo    thought    that   Bay   State   was    only  responsible 
for   wiring    the    security    console    and    that    the    hardware  contractor 
was    responsible    for    furnishing    the   console    (Giurleo,  testimony). 

9.  On  August    31,    1993,    Metric    submitted   a   change    order  for 
$6,717.17    for    providing   a   security   console    (Ex.  7). 

10.  Mr.  Merrell  recommended  disapproving  the  change  order 
because  he  felt  that  the  security  console  was  specified  in  the 
low  voltage   contract    provisions    (Ex.  8). 

LI.    On   September    10,    1993,    the   Resident    Engineer  also 
recommended   disapproval    of    the    change   order   because:    "1.  The 
change    request    is    part    of    the    original    contract..."    (Ex.  6). 

12.    On   September    23,    1993,    DCPO's   Director   of    the  Court 
Facilities    Unit    rejected    the    change    order   and    advised   Metric    of  a 
right    of   appeal    to    the    Deputy    Commissioner    (Ex.  5). 


Metric    Corporation  -   4    -  CP-93-1505 

13.  On   October    15,    1993,   Metric    appealed    to    the  Commissioner 
of   DCPO    ( Ex  .    3  )  . 

14.  On   December    8,    1993,    Bay    State    sent    a    letter    to  the 
Division   of   Administrative   Law   Appeals    purporting    to    appeal  the 
failure    of    the    Commissioner    to    respond    to   Metric  1 s    appeal  (Ex. 
2)  . 

15.  On   April    27,    1994,    Metric    joined    in   the    appeal    (Ex.  1). 
Conclusion    and  Order 

The    Appellant    has    not   met    its    burden   of   proving  justifica- 
tion   for    its    claim   of    $6,717.17    on   change    order  95. 

The    low   voltage    specifications    tell    the   contractor,    in  the 
description   of   work    section,    that    it    is    responsible    for  providing 
all    equipment    necessary,    including   hardware    for    the  security 
system.      In   the    security    system   section,    the    contractor    is  again 
told    that    it    must    furnish    and    install    a    complete    security  system 
with    all    equipment.      Under    the   materials    section,    a    page    and  a 
half   of   contract    language    is    used    to   describe    the  console. 

Baystate's    position    is    that    the    contract    only    calls    for  one 
console    and    this    console    is    to   be    provided   by   the  hardware 
contractor.      This    contention    is   based   on    the    security    system  note 
#1    to    the    electrical    floor    plan,    "Devices    furnished   by  hardware 
contractor,    installed    and   wired   by    the    security  contractor", 
combined    with    the    fact    that    floor    plan   does    not    show   a  low 
voltage    security    console.      I    could    not    find    any    security  console 
en    :ne    floor    plan.      Certainly    the    drawing   would   have  been 
improved   with    both    the    security    console    and    the  hardware 
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detention   console    clearly    indicated.      But    the    absence    of  a 
security   console    on    the    drawings    does    not    negate    the  lengthy 
description   of    the    console    found    in    the  specifications. 

This    is    not    a    case    of    "in   case    of   discrepancies    plans  take 
precedence    over   specifications".      There   was    no   discrepancy.  The 
specifications    clearly    call    for   a    security    console    to   be  provided 
in   the    low  voltage    portion   of   the    specifications.      Mr.  Giuleo 
testified    that   he    did    not   ask   any   questions    about    the  console 
prior    to   submitting    a   bid   because    it   made    perfect    sense    to   him  to 
have    another    subcontractor,    in    this    case    hardware,    furnish  a 
piece    of  equipment    and    for   Baystate    to  wire    it.      Mr.    Giuleo  also 
testified    that    it   made    sense    to   have    only   one    console  accomplish 
both    the    security    and   detention   functions.      That   might   be  true 
but   Mr.    Merrell   gave    unc on t r o ve r t e d    testimony    that    the  Folger 
Adam  console   called    for    in   the   hardware    specifications    could  not 
accomplish    the    low  voltage    security  requirements. 

Based    on    the    foregoing,    the   decision   of   DCPO   to   deny  change 
order   95    is  affirmed. 


SO  ORDERED 
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New  Devices  Help  Hearing  Impaired  In 
Springfield  and  Worcester  Courts 


Boston,  MA —  A  personal,  versatile  listening  aid  called  the  "PocketTalker,"  was  made 
available  recently  in  the  Springfield  and  Worcester  courthouses,  which  include  the 
Superior  Court,  District  Court,  Juvenile  Court,  Housing  Court  and  Probate  &  Family 
Court  departments  of  the  Trial  Court. 

The  "PocketTalker"  is  about  the  size  of  a  radio  "walk-man,"  and  is  designed 
specifically  to  amplify  and  clarify  sound  in  a  small  group  setting  or  individual 
conversation.  The  hearing  impaired  individual  places  a  small  receiver  or  "earbud"  inside 
the  ear,  while  the  person  communicating  speaks  directly  into  the  microphone  provided. 

This  device  is  of  great  assistance  to  those  who  need  to  communicate  directly  with 
court  personnel,  such  as  clerks  or  probation  officers.  Advanced  arrangements  can  be 
made  for  use  of  this  portable  amplifier  in  Springfield  by  contacting  Register  of  Probate 
Thomas  Moriarty  or  Norma  Noone  in  the  Register's  Office  at  (41 3)  748-8600.  In 
Worcester,  contact  Linda  Turnquist  of  the  District  Court  Clerk  Magistrate's  Office  or 
Kathy  Shea  in  the  District  Court  Judges'  Lobby:  (4 1 3 j  756-244 1 . 

Coordinated  by  the  Americans  With  Disabilities  Act  (ADA;  Coordinator  in 
Boston,  several  new  and  innovative  devices  are  now  available  in  various  court 
departments  throughout  the  state.  Portable  assistive  listening  systems  are  available  for 
use  in  court  rooms  where  more  powerful  amplification  may  be  required.  The  portable 
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"FM"  System  transmits  sound  via  radio  waves  from  a  transmitter  to  a  receiver  that  allows 
the  hearing  impaired  person  to  follow  court  proceedings.  The  portable  "Infra-Red" 
System  works  in  a  similar  fashion  except  sound  is  transmitted  to  the  hearing  impaired 
person's  headset  through  infra-red  light  rays.  In  addition,  text  telephones,  known  as 
TTY's,  allow  the  hearing  disabled  person  to  communicate  through  regular  telephone  lines 
using  a  keyboard  that  sends  and  receives  printed  messages. 

The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  and  the  Trial  Court  continue  to  make  the  judicial 
system  more  accessible  to  the  estimated  300,000  hearing  impaired  individuals  in 
Massachusetts.  Recently,  a  pay  telephone  with  voice  amplification  was  installed  in  the 
Orange  District  Court.  Marge  Brown,  Deputy  Commissioner  of  Probation,  who  is  also 
the  court's  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act  Coordinator,  said,  "We  have  been  working 
very  closely  with  Nynex  to  have  these  amplification  buttons  installed  in  every  courthouse 
throughout  the  state."  Currently,  Nynex  is  either  replacing  or  modifying  existing 
telephones  so  that  a  voice-amplification  button  is  accessible. 

For  more  information  about  the  wide  array  of  services  available  to  disabled 
persons  seeking  access  to  the  courts,  contact  the  Americans  With  Disabilities  Act  (ADA) 
Coordinator  in  Boston  at:  (617)  727-6746  V/TTY. 
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SJC  COMMISSION  PRESENTS  REPORT 
ON  RACIAL  AND  ETHNIC  BIAS  IN  THE  COURTS 


Boston,  Ma.  —The  Supreme  Judicial  Court's  Commission  to  Study  Racial  and  Ethnic 
Bias  in  the  Courts  today  presented  its  findings  and  recommendations  to  the  Chief  Justice 
and  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court.  In  a  comprehensive  report,  the 
3  5 -member  Commission,  which  was  appointed  by  the  SJC  in  1990,  concluded  that 
discriminatory  behavior,  based  on  racial  bias  or  stereotype,  exists  throughout  the 
Massachusetts  courts. 

SJC  Associate  Justice  Neil  L.  Lynch,  the  chairperson  of  the  Commission,  said,  "I 
regret  to  report  that  it  is  the  perception  of  many  lawyers,  community  members,  judges, 
and  focus  groups  that  disparate  treatment  toward  racial  and  ethnic  minorities  exists  within 
courts  of  the  Commonwealth.  Our  research  corroborates  this  perception.  The 
recommendations  in  the  final  report  are  intended  to  assist  in  remedying  this  problem." 

Justice  Lynch  also  thanked  the  Commission  members  for  contributing  "significant 
personal  and  professional  time  in  the  hope  of  improving  access  to  justice  for  racial  and 
ethnic  minorities." 

The  Commission's  213-page  report,  entitled  Equal  Justice:  Eliminating  the 
Barriers,  contains  findings  and  recommendations  in  nine  areas:  language  and  cultural 
barriers,  juries  and  jury  pools,  care  and  protection  proceedings,  sentencing,  appointment 
of  judges,  attorneys  in  the  courts,  fee-generating  court  appointments,  employment  in  the 
courts,  and  education  and  training.  Members  of  the  Commission's  six  task  forces 
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surveyed  judges  and  lawyers  concerning  courtroom  decorum,  bias  in  criminal  cases,  civil 
damages,  family  law  cases,  interpreters  and  employment  practices.  Public  hearings  and 
focus  group  meetings  were  held  across  the  state  to  solicit  a  wide  range  of  public  input  in 
all  of  these  areas  of  study. 

SJC  Chief  Justice  Paul  J.  Liacos  said,  "When  I  announced  the  formation  of  this 
Commission  four  years  ago,  I  stated  that  our  judicial  system  should  exemplify  the  highest 
standards  within  our  society  and  it  must  be  free  of  bias  of  any  kind  -  race,  ethnic  or 
gender.  This  report  affirms  my  conviction  that  we  in  the  judicial  branch,  as  well  as  those 
in  the  legislative  and  executive  branches  and  the  conmunity-at-large,  must  join  forces  to 
eliminate  whatever  barriers  exist  to  deliver  fair,  equal  and  impartial  justice  to  all  citizens 
of  the  Commonwealth." 

As  to  language  and  cultural  barriers,  the  Commission  found  that  non-English 
speaking  participants  in  the  judicial  system  are  "more  likely  than  English-speaking 
participants  to  have  unsatisfactory  results  from  the  court  process,  including  fewer 
restraining  orders  in  domestic  violence  cases  and  higher  bail  in  criminal  cases."  It  also 
concluded  that  non-English  speaking  defendants  are  more  apt  to  lose  custody  of  their 
children  when  interpreter  services  are  not  available  in  care  and  protection  proceedings. 

The  report  stated  that  "the  courts  are  often  an  unfriendly  environment  for  people 
whose  primary  language  is  other  than  English,  which  makes  it  difficult  for  them  to 
understand  the  legal  proceedings  and  to  communicate  effectively,  even  with  their  own 
lawyers." 

The  Commission  also  found  that  qualified  interpreters  were  frequently  unavailable 
at  all  levels  of  court  proceedings  even  though  the  law  allows  every  non-English  speaker 
involved  in  a  court  proceeding  the  right  to  an  interpreter. 

To  remedy  these  issues,  the  Commission  recommends  that  the  courts  hire  more 
bilingual  staff  members,  develop  a  coordinated,  statewide  system  for  interpreter  services, 
make  court  forms  available  in  many  languages,  as  well  as  other  recommendations.  The 


Commission  urged  attorneys  to  insist  on  qualified  interpreters  when  needed  at  all  stages 
of  case  preparation. 

Another  major  finding  in  the  report  is  that  minorities  are  underrepresented  on 
juries  from  communities  with  large  numbers  of  racial  and  ethnic  minorities.  The 
Commission  stated  that  two  principal  causes  of  this  underrepresentation  are  the  failure  of 
cities  and  towns  to  provide  accurate  and  complete  residents  lists  to  the  Office  of  Jury 
Commissioner,  and  the  low  response  rate  of  minority  residents  properly  summoned  for 
jury  duty. 

Also,  according  to  the  Commission,  "a  perception  [exists]  that  racial  and  ethnic 
biases  among  jurors  often  have  an  adverse  effect  on  deliberations  of  guilt  or  innocence  in 
criminal  cases  and  on  the  calculation  of  damages  in  civil  cases."  The  report  recommends 
that  jury  pools  be  provided  with  cultural  education. 

The  Commission  also  stated  that  it  was  "deeply  concerned"  about  disparity  in 
sentencing  and  recommends  that  a  detailed  study  of  sentencing  patterns  by  race  and 
ethnicity  be  conducted  by  first  developing  a  unified  and  computerized  database  of  case 
monitoring  information. 

Another  major  finding  in  the  report  involved  the  underrepresentation  of  minority 
judges  on  the  bench  and  in  administrative  positions,  such  as  presiding  justice  and  regional 
administrative  judge.  According  to  the  report,  in  March,  1994,  there  were  29  minority 
judges  out  of  328  judges  on  the  Trial  Court.  The  report  stated  that  minorities  are  also 
underrepresented  in  clerk  magistrate  positions.  The  Commission  recommends  that  more 
outreach  efforts  be  made  by  the  Judicial  Nominating  Commission  and  bar  associations 
and  that  the  screening  panels  forjudges  reflect  the  diversity  of  the  greater  population. 

The  Commission's  study  also  found  "a  significant  disparity  in  racially-biased 
behavior  reported  by  minority  and  non-minority  attorneys."  Mandatory  diversity  training 
for  all  court  employees  and  an  established  process  for  filing  complaints  of  bias  should  be 
established  by  the  courts,  the  Commission  stated.  Additionally,  because  the  Commission 
found  bias-related  problems  for  minority  attorneys  who  seek  court  appointments,  the  SJC 


should  adopt  a  comprehensive  rule  governing  fee-generated  court  appointments,  stated 
the  report. 

On  a  positive  note,  the  Commission  stated  that  the  courts  have  made  progress  in 
the  past  fifteen  years  in  the  area  of  employment  and  recruitment  of  minorities  in  the  court 
system.  However,  it  reported  that  racial  minorities  are  not  represented  in  upper 
management  positions  and  are  perceived  to  be  frozen  in  lower  level  positions.  The 
Commission  recommends  a  variety  of  remedies,  including  education  and  training  for 
court  employees  concerning  hiring  policies  and  the  courts'  affirmative  action  plan. 

A  common  theme  throughout  the  report  is  the  need  for  comprehensive  and 
mandatory  cultural  sensitivity  training  for  all  court  personnel,  as  well  as  for  attorneys,  law 
enforcement  officials,  social  service  workers  and  others  who  work  within  the  judicial 
system. 

As  part  of  the  Commission's  work,  four  cultural  awareness  pilot  programs  were 
conducted  for  court  employees.  As  a  result,  the  Commission  learned  that  mandatory 
education  and  training  with  participation  by  judges  and  managers  are  essential 
components  in  order  to  eliminate  racial  and  ethnic  bias  in  the  courts.  The  Commission 
members  also  urged  bar  associations  to  assist  the  courts  in  offering  community  education 
programs  about  court  procedures  and  recommended  that  the  courts  encourage  law  schools 
to  add  diversity  training  to  their  curricula. 

The  SJC's  Commission  to  Study  Racial  and  Ethnic  Bias  in  the  Courts  received 
grants  from  the  Boston  Foundation,  the  Boston  Bar  Foundation,  the  Hyams  Foundation, 
the  Massachusetts  Bar  Foundation  and  the  Gardiner  Howland  Shaw  Foundation  to  fund 
its  work.  The  SJC  devoted  many  staff  members  to  the  project  and  also  received  budget 
appropriations  for  the  Commission's  work  from  the  Governor  and  Legislature.  The 
Commission  members  volunteered  countless  number  of  hours  to  the  project  since  its 
inception  in  1990. 
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Chief  Justice  for  Administration  and  Management  of  the  Trial  Court 


Boston,  MA. —  The  Chief  Justice  for  Administration  and  Management  of  the  Trial  Court. 
Hon.  John  J.  Irwin.  Jr.,  acting  in  accordance  with  G.L.  c.21  IB,  §5,  today  announced  the 
appointment  of  Hon.  Robert  A.  Mulligan  as  the  new  Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court 
Department  of  the  Trial  Court.  Judge  Mulligan,  presently  an  Associate  Justice  of  the 
Superior  Court,  will  succeed  Chief  Justice  Irwin,  who  has  been  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Superior  Court  since  last  November.  Judge  Mulligan  will  assume  his  new  position  as 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court  on  November  1,  1994,  and  will  serve  for  a  five-year 
term,  according  to  the  statute. 

In  announcing  the  new  appointment  today,  Chief  Justice  Irwin  said, "  I  know  that 
Judge  Mulligan  will  do  a  fine  job  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court.  The  judges  have 
a  high  regard  for  him  and  his  abilities,  and  I  think  they  will  be  more  than  pleased  with  the 
selection  of  him  as  Chief  Justice." 

Supreme  Judicial  Court  Chief  Justice  Paul  J.  Liacos  stated,  "The  appointment  of 
Superior  Court  Associate  Justice  Robert  Mulligan  as  Chief  Justice  of  that  court  by  Chief 
Justice  for  Administration  and  Management  of  the  Trial  Court,  Chief  Justice  John  J. 
Irwin,  Jr.,  brings  a  respected  jurist  to  a  leadership  role  in  the  Trial  Court.  I  am  hopeful 
that  Chief  Justice  Mulligan  will  continue,  as  successor  to  Judge  Irwin,  in  our  mutual 
efforts  to  make  the  Trial  Courts  more  accessible  and  responsible  to  all  citizens  who  seek 
justice.  I  congratulate  Judge  Mulligan  on  his  appointment." 


Appoints  New  Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court 
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As  Chief  Justice,  Judge  Mulligan  will  be  responsible  for  the  administration  and 
management  of  the  Superior  Court  Department  of  the  Trial  Court,  which  has  76  judges 
statewide  to  hear  both  criminal  and  civil  matters. 

Judge  Mulligan  was  first  appointed  to  the  Superior  Court  in  1982.  Prior  to  that,  he 
was  an  Associate  Justice  of  the  Boston  Municipal  Court  for  two  years.  Before  his 
appointment  to  the  bench,  he  was  an  assistant  U.S.  Attorney  for  the  District  of 
Massachusetts  and  an  assistant  Attorney  General  for  the  Commonwealth.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Holy  Cross  College  and  Suffolk  University  Law  School.  He  also  served  as  a 
lieutenant  in  the  army  infantry  in  Viet  Nam. 

In  May,  1994,  Governor  William  F.  Weld  appointed  Judge  Mulligan  as  Chair  of 
the  Massachusetts  Sentencing  Commission,  a  committee  charged  with  establishing 
guidelines  for  every  sentence  imposed  in  the  Superior,  District  and  Boston  Municipal 
Court  Departments  of  the  Trial  Court.  In  addition,  he  chairs  the  statutory  Jury 
Management  Advisory  Committee,  the  Superior  Court  Committee  on  Law  Clerks  and 
Interns,  and  the  Probation  Committee.  In  the  mid-1980's,  he  was  the  Regional 
Administrative  Justice  for  Suffolk  County  criminal  sessions. 

Judge  Mulligan,  51  years  old,  is  a  life-long  resident  of  Boston.  He  is  married  and 
has  a  son. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
Office  of  the  Chief  Justice  for  Administration  and  Management 


ORDER 


In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  G.L.  c.  21  IB,  §5,  the  Chief  Justice  for 
Administration  and  Management  hereby  appoints,  effective  November  1,  1994,  Honorable 
Robert  A.  Mulligan,  of  Boston,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  to  be  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Superior  Court  Department  of  the  Trial  Court,  to  succeed  Chief  Justice  John  J.  Irwin,  Jr. 
for  a  five  year  term. 
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HON.  G.  JOSEPH  TAURO 
CHIEF  JUSTICE,  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT  (RET.) 
1906-1994 


Boston,  MA. — The  Honorable  G.  Joseph  Tauro,  former  Chief  Justice  of  the  Massachusetts 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  died  this  morning,  October  6,  1994,  at  Salem  Hospital  after  a 
brief  illness.  He  was  88  years  old. 

A  distinguished  and  widely  respected  jurist  and  innovative  leader  in  the 
Massachusetts  courts  for  fifteen  years,  Chief  Justice  Tauro,  of  Swampscott,  was 
appointed  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  by  Governor  Francis  W.  Sargent 
in  1970  and  served  until  his  retirement  in  1976.  Prior  to  his  appointment  as  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  Chief  Justice  Tauro  served  as  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Superior  Court  from  1962  to  1970  by  appointment  of  Governor  John  A.  Volpe.  He  is  the 
only  person  to  have  served  as  Chief  Justice  of  both  of  those  courts.  He  was  also  an 
Associate  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court  from  1961  to  1962. 

Chief  Justice  Paul  J.  Liacos  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  stated:  "I  was 
privileged  to  count  Chief  Justice  G.  Joseph  Tauro  as  my  friend.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  the 
long  struggle  to  reform  the  procedures  and  law  of  this  Commonwealth  to  meet  the  needs 
of  a  modern  and  diverse  society.  His  dedication  to  the  cause  of  equal  justice  for  all  our 
citizens  and  to  the  cause  of  court  reform  has  been  an  inspiration  to  me." 

Former  SJC  Chief  Justice  Edward  F.  Hennessey,  who  succeeded  Chief  Justice 
Tauro  as  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  said  today:  "Chief  Justice  Tauro 
has  had  my  total  admiration  and  respect  for  his  hard  work  in  the  service  of  the  public,  and 
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for  his  vision  of  the  future.  He  led  the  Massachusetts  courts  during  their  greatest  years  of 
progress." 

Early  in  his  term  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  Chief  Justice 
Tauro  directed  his  prodigious  energies  toward  the  modernization  of  the  civil  law  of  the 
Commonwealth.  Chief  Justice  Tauro  wrote  many  landmark  decisions  in  a  wide  variety  of 
fields,  including  contracts,  torts,  real  property,  corporations,  governmental  regulations, 
environmental  protection  and  the  inherent  powers  of  the  courts.  He  also  helped  to  bring 
about  significant  changes  in  criminal  law  and  procedure.  Known  as  a  hard-working, 
persistent  and  innovative  administrator,  Chief  Justice  Tauro  also  helped  to  establish  the 
Massachusetts  Appeals  Court,  the  intermediate  appellate  court  of  the  Commonwealth, 
which  is  among  his  many  accomplishments. 

Before  his  appointment  to  the  bench,  Chief  Justice  Tauro  practiced  law  in  Lynn, 
Massachusetts  from  1927  until  1961.  He  also  served  as  Chief  Legal  Counsel  to  Governor 
Volpe.  He  graduated  from  Boston  University  and  Boston  University  Law  School,  where 
he  received  his  J.D.  in  1927  and  later  an  LL.D.  He  also  held  several  honorary  degrees 
from  local  colleges  and  universities. 

Chief  Justice  Tauro  held  many  positions,  including  the  president  of  the  Boston 
University  Law  School  Alumni  Association,  the  president  of  the  Massachusetts  Trial 
Lawyers  Association,  and  memberships  in  lie  American  Law  Institiute,  American  Bar 
Association,  and  National  Conference  of  State  Judges. 

Born  in  Lynn,  Massachusetts  in  1906,  Chief  Justice  Tauro  leaves  his  wife  of  64 
years,  Helen  M.  (Petrossi)  Tauro,  and  a  son,  Joseph  L.  Tauro,  who  is  the  Chief  Judge  of 
the  United  States  District  Court  of  the  District  of  Massachusetts.  He  also  leaves  three 
grandchildren,  Joseph  L.  Tauro,  Jr.,  Christopher  M.  Tauro  and  Elizabeth  Saunders. 

Funeral  services  will  be  private. 
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NEWLY  RENOVATED  WEST  ROXBURY  COURTHOUSE 
DEDICATED  IN  SPECIAL  CEREMONY 


Boston,  MA —   In  a  beautifully  restored,  expanded  and  refurbished  West  Roxbury 
District  Courthouse,  Supreme  Judicial  Court  Chief  Justice  Paul  J.  Liacos  and  other 
judicial  and  state  officials  today  praised  the  newly  transformed  courthouse  as  a  tribute  to 
the  public  it  serves,  as  well  as  to  the  judges  and  court  personnel  who  work  there.  Chief 
Justice  Liacos  called  the  court  facility  "a  splendid  transformation  which  embodies  a 
simple  grace,  dignity  and  respect  that  should  be  the  standard  for  all  the  courthouses  in  the 
Commonwealth." 

Speaking  at  the  dedication  ceremony  with  him  in  West  Roxbury  were  SJC 
Associate  Justice  Neil  L.  Lynch,  who  chairs  the  Court  Facilities  Policy  Review  Group, 
Chief  Justice  for  Administration  and  Management  of  the  Trial  Court  John  J.  Irwin,  Jr., 
Judge  Paul  Murphy,  Presiding  Justice  of  the  West  Roxbury  District  Court,  and 
Commissioner  Lark  Jurev  Palermo  of  the  Commonwealth's  Division  of  Capital  Planning 
and  Operations.  The  ceremony  was  held  in  one  of  the  modern  new  courtrooms,  which 
was  filled  to  capacity  with  judges,  legislators,  city  councilors,  court  employees  and 
community  members. 

Chief  Justice  Liacos  said, "  I  commend  the  Governor  and  the  legislative  leaders 
for  their  commitment  to  the  restoration  of  this  venerable  courthouse,  and  I  am  pleased  to 
know  that  we  have  their  continued  support  for  our  other  court  facilities  that  are  badly  in 
need  of  repair." 


-more- 


The  newly  renovated  West  Roxbury  District  Courthouse  features  two  separate 
additions  of  23,000  square  feet,  more  than  double  the  size  of  the  old  building.  The 
expanded  wing  includes  two  new  jury-equipped  courtrooms,  spacious,  convenient  public 
areas,  modern  administrative  offices  and  newly  designed  holding  cells.  Two  historic 
courtrooms  were  completely  restored  to  their  original  grandeur. 

The  courthouse  is  also  fully  accessible  for  the  physically  challenged  with  new 
entrance  ramps,  elevators  and  bathrooms,  and  it  includes  a  cheerful  child  care  center  for 
families  who  bring  young  children  to  court. 

Under  the  supervision  of  the  Court  Facilities  Unit  of  the  Division  of  Capital 
Planning  and  Operations,  new  heating  and  air  conditioning  systems,  fire  protection, 
electrical  and  plumbing  systems  were  installed  to  modernize  the  building.  While 
construction  has  been  underway  for  the  past  two  years,  court  operations  have  continued  in 
the  building. 

DCPO  Commissioner  Palermo  said,  "The  administration  of  justice  is  best  served 
when  its  house  is  in  order.  Before  the  expansion  and  renovation,  the  West  Roxbury 
District  Court  was  one  of  the  most  overcrowded  and  deteriorated  courthouses  in  the 
Commonwealth.  Today,  it's  a  modern,  efficient  and  safe  courthouse  serving  the  needs  of 
clients  and  staff." 

The  renovation  and  expansion  project,  which  cost  $8.3  million,  was  designed  by 
Elkus/Manfredi  Architects  Ltd.  The  general  contractor  was  Metric  Corporation  of 
Boston. 

Originally  built  in  1925,  the  West  Roxbury  Courthouse  is  listed  in  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places. 

### 
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SJC  Holds  Special  Sitting  in  Worcester  County 


Worcester,  MA-  Early  in  the  twentieth  century,  the  Massachusetts  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  held  regular,  semiannual  sessions  in  Worcester  County.  Today,  the  state's  highest 
court  returned  to  Worcester  for  a  special  sitting  at  the  Superior  Court.  Chief  Justice 
Paul  J.  Liacos  and  the  six  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  heard 
arguments  in  five  cases  on  appeal,  including  several  that  originate  from  Worcester 
County.  Among  the  Justices  present  was  Associate  Justice  Francis  P.  O'Connor,  who  is 
a  resident  of  Shrewsbury  and  who  practiced  law  in  Worcester  before  his  appointment  to 
the  bench. 

Chief  Justice  Paul  J.  Liacos  said,  "We  are  so  pleased  to  be  sitting  in  historic 
Worcester  today.  As  we  endeavor  to  make  the  court  system  more  accessible,  affordable, 
comprehensible  and  user- friendly,  we  hope  today's  sitting  outside  of  Boston  will  be  part 
of  a  new  tradition  that  will  continue  in  the  future." 

On  January  4,  1993,  the  Court  held  a  special  sitting  in  Salem  to  commemorate  the 
Court's  300th  anniversary  at  its  original  site.  Since  then,  the  Court  has  traveled  to 
Hampshire  and  Plymouth  Counties  to  hear  appeals.  In  addition,  single  justice  sessions 
have  been  held  at  law  schools  throughout  the  state. 

Members  of  the  public,  including  middle  school,  high  school  and  college  students 
from  the  Worcester  area  were  invited  to  attend.  An  educational  videotape  and 
accompanying  teacher's  guide  on  the  history  of  the  SJC  were  made  available  on  loan  from 
the  Worcester  Court  Law  Library  and  the  SJC's  Public  Information  Office.  The  Supreme 
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Judicial  Court  Historical  Society  also  displayed  an  educational  exhibit  on  the  famous 
Quock  Walker  cases  held  in  Worcester  from  1780-1783. 

The  special  sitting  began  with  a  brief  ceremony  which  included  welcoming 
remarks  to  the  seven  Justices  by  Worcester  County  Bar  Association  President  Robert  E. 
Longden,  Jr.  and  President-Elect  Richard  C.  Van  Nostrand,  and  brief  remarks  by  Chief 
Justice  Liacos. 

Following  the  opening  remarks,  the  Justices  heard  oral  arguments  in  one  criminal 
and  four  civil  cases  in  the  following  order:  Commonwealth  vs.  Tarn  S.  Bui  (criminal); 
Donald  Blare  vs.  Huskey  Injection  Molding  Systems  Boston.  Inc.,  and  Others; 
Commonwealth  vs.  Bradley  S.  Baseler;  Commerce  Insurance  Co.  vs.  Betty  Caplette 
Builders,  Inc.,  and  Others;  and  Kelly-Springfield  Tire  Co.  vs.  Commissioner  of  Revenue. 
The  Justices  took  the  cases  under  advisement.  After  review  of  the  legal  briefs  and 
examination  of  applicable  laws,  the  SJC  generally  renders  written  decisions  within  130 
days  after  oral  arguments. 

After  the  Court's  adjournment,  the  Justices  were  honored  guests  at  a  luncheon 
sponsored  by  the  Worcester  County  Bar  Association.  Chief  Justice  Liacos  was  the 
keynote  speaker. 

The  SJC,  the  state's  highest  appellate  court,  hears  arguments  in  a  broad  range  of 
criminal  and  civil  cases.  The  full  court  sits  during  the  first  week  of  every  month  from 
September  through  May.  Single  justice  sessions  are  held  each  week  throughout  the  year 
by  the  Associate  Justices  on  a  monthly  rotation  schedule. 

Along  with  its  appellate  functions,  the  SJC  is  responsible  for  the  general 
superintendence  of  the  Massachusetts  courts  and  the  bar.  Originally  called  the  Superior 
Court  of  Judicature,  the  300-year  old  Court  is  the  oldest  appellate  court  in  continuous 
existence  in  the  Western  Hemisphere.  Since  1780,  it  has  been  operating  under  the  oldest, 
still  functioning  written  constitution  in  the  world. 
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SJC  HOLDS  JUDICIAL  ROUNDTABLE  FOR  JUSTICES  OF  THE 
RUSSIAN  CONSTITUTIONAL  COURT 


Boston,  MA —   Several  Justices  of  the  Russian  Constitutional  Court  and  other  experts  in 
Russian  legal  affairs  today  received  a  lesson  from  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  on  the  importance  of  judicial  independence.  The  historic  conference 
between  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  and  Justices  of  the  Russian 
Constitutional  Court  was  at  the  request  of  the  Russian  participants  as  part  of  a  four-year 
exchange  program  entitled,  The  Troika  for  Constitutional  Affairs,  sponsored  by  the 
Mentor  Group,  a  private,  non-profit  research  institute  in  Boston. 

Held  in  the  Consultation  Room  at  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  a  two-hour  Judicial 
Roundtable  discussion  included  a  dissertation  by  Chief  Justice  Paul  J.  Liacos  called,  "The 
American  Experience:  Are  There  Lessons  for  Russian  Courts  In  The  History  of  The 
Supreme  Judicial  Court?"  The  Chief  Justice  also  examined  three  recent  SJC  cases  for  his 
Russian  counterparts,  as  well  as  for  several  European  and  American  officials  who  are 
participating  in  the  conference.  The  other  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  joined 
in  the  second  half  of  the  judicial  roundtable  discussion  and  listened  to  the  Russian 
Justices  describe  recent  developments  of  the  Russian  Constitutional  Court,  which  was 
established  in  1991. 

Chief  Justice  Liacos  said,  "The  SJC  is  honored  today  to  host  the  distinguished 
Justices  of  the  Russian  Constitutional  Court  and  the  other  dignitaries.  We  hope  that  the 
experience  and  rich  traditions  of  our  Court's  history  will  provide  some  valuable  guidance 
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to  them  in  their  monumental  task  of  advancing  an  independent  Russian  Constitutional 
Court." 

In  addition  to  the  SJC  Justices,  the  participants  at  the  SJC's  Judicial  Roundtable 
were  Justice  Ernest  Ametistov  and  Justice  Gadis  Gadzhiev  of  the  Constitutional  Court  of 
the  Russian  Federation;  Dr.  Oleg  Rumyantsev,  President  of  the  Russian  Foundation  for 
Constitutional  Reforms;  Dr.  Ernst  Benda,  a  professor  in  the  Federal  Republic  of 
Germany;  Frank  Lorson,  Chief  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court;  Dr.  Andrew 
Kuchins,  Senior  Program  Officer  of  the  MacArthur  Foundation  on  Peace  and 
International  Cooperation;  Thomas  Kosmo,  President  of  The  Mentor  Group,  several  other 
Mentor  Group  officials  and  a  Russian  interpreter,  Mikhail  Spirichev. 

Following  the  Judicial  Roundtable,  a  reception  sponsored  by  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  Historical  Society  was  held  at  the  Old  State  House  for  the  Russian  Justices  and  the 
other  dignitaries  and  invited  guests. 

The  Troika  for  Russian  Constitutional  Affairs  is  an  exchange  implemented  within 
the  Supreme  Courts  Collegium,  a  private  collaborative  peer  group  of  jurists  and  others 
concerned  with  Supreme  Court  Affairs  in  the  United  States,  Europe  and  Russia.  This 
inaugural  meeting  in  Boston  is  designed  to  advance  the  process  of  exchange  among 
Russian,  European  and  American  Supreme  Court  members. 
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SJC  APPOINTS  MEMBERS  TO  COMMISSION  ON  JUDICIAL  CONDUCT 

Boston,  MA —    The  Chief  Justice  and  the  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
today  announced  the  appointment  of  Hon.  Sally  A.  Kelly,  an  Associate  Justice  of  the  Boston 
Municipal  Court,  as  a  member  of  the  Commission  on  Judicial  Conduct,  effective  immediately. 
Judge  Kelly's  term  expires  on  November  13,  2000. 

Two  other  judges,  Hon.  Theodore  S.  Bakas  of  the  Boston  Municipal  Court  and  Hon. 
Daniel  J.  Klubock  of  the  District  Court  Department  of  the  Trial  Court  were  appointed  by  the  SJC 
as  alternate  members  of  the  Commission.  Their  terms  will  expire  on  May  1,  2000.  All  three 
judges  are  appointed  for  a  six  year  term,  according  to  G.  L  c.  21  lc,  §  1 . 

Under  the  statute,  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  is  authorized  to  appoint  three  judges  and 
their  alternates  to  the  Commission  on  Judicial  Conduct.  The  other  members  consist  of  three 
lawyers  who  are  appointed  by  the  Chief  Justice  for  Administration  and  Management  of  the  Trial 
Court  and  three  non-lawyers  who  are  appointed  by  the  Governor.  The  Commission  on  Judicial 
Conduct  was  established  in  1978  to  inquire  into  allegations  of  misconduct  by  judges. 

Judge  Kelly  was  appointed  to  the  Boston  Municipal  Court  in  1985.  Prior  to  her 
appointment  as  a  judge,  she  was  Administrative  Counsel  to  former  Attorney  General  Francis  X. 
Bellotti  and  later  served  as  an  Assistant  Attorney  General  in  that  office.  Judge  Kelly  served  as  a 
member  of  the  SJC's  Substance  Abuse  Task  Force  and  the  Gender  Equality  Committee.  A 
resident  of  Boston,  Judge  Kelly  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Massachusetts-Boston  and 
Northeastern  University  Law  School. 
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Judge  Bakas  was  appointed  as  a  judge  in  the  Boston  Municipal  Court  in  1986.  Prior  to 
that,  he  served  as  a  trial  attorney  for  approximately  twenty  years.  He  is  a  former  Clerk 
Magistrate  of  the  Dedham  Division  of  the  District  Court  Department  of  the  Trial  Court  and  a 
former  Assistant  Clerk  in  the  Suffolk  County  Criminal  Clerk's  Office.  A  current  resident  of 
Westwood,  Judge  Bakas  is  a  graduate  of  Boston  University  and  Boston  University  Law  School. 
He  is  a  member  of  several  civic  and  community  groups. 

Judge  Klubock  was  appointed  as  a  judge  in  the  District  Court  in  1990.  Previously,  he 
served  as  Bar  Counsel  to  the  Board  of  Bar  Overseers  for  ten  years  and  as  Assistant  Bar  Counsel 
there  since  1974.  Prior  to  that,  he  was  a  practicing  attorney  in  Boston  and  served  for  one  year  as 
a  staff  attorney  for  the  U.  S.  Commission  on  Civil  Rights.  A  resident  of  Cambridge,  Judge 
Klubock  is  a  graduate  of  Bard  College  and  Harvard  Law  School.  He  is  actively  involved  in 
many  professional  and  community  activities. 

### 


Public  Information  Office 
Supreme  Judicial  Court 

218  Old  Courthouse 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02108 


GOVERNMENT  DOCUMENTS 


COLLECTION 


PRESS  RELEASE 


JAN  ]  7  1995 


r%  Of  Massachusetts 
Depository  Co™ 


CONTACT:  Joan  Kenney/Lucille  Cassis 
617/557-1114 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE: 
January  4,  1995 


SJC  APPOINTS  MEMBERS  TO  AFFILIATED  AGENCIES 


Boston,  MA —  The  Chief  Justice  and  the  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  today  announced  appointments  to  the  Committee  for  Public  Counsel  Services,  the 
Clients'  Security  Board  and  the  Board  of  Bar  Examiners.  The  SJC  has  oversight 
responsibility  for  each  of  these  affiliated  agencies  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court, 
according  to  various  statutes. 

Attorney  Anthony  J.  DeMarco  of  Lynn  was  appointed  to  serve  on  the  Committee 
for  Public  Counsel  Services  to  fill  the  remainder  of  the  unexpired  term  of  Hon.  Lillian 
Miranda,  who  resigned  her  post  upon  her  appointment  as  Associate  Justice  of  the 
Springfield  Division  of  the  Juvenile  Court  Department  in  May,  1994.  Mr.  DeMarco's 
term  will  expire  on  March  1,  1997.  Mr.  DeMarco  is  the  Managing  Attorney  and  co- 
founder  of  the  Children's  Law  Center  of  Massachusetts.  He  has  extensive  experience 
working  on  a  broad  range  of  juvenile  court  issues.  Mr.  DeMarco  is  a  graduate  of 
Norwich  Universicy  and  Sufiolk  University  Law  School. 

By  statute,  G.L.  c.  21  ID  §1,  the  Committee  for  Public  Counsel  Services  is 
comprised  of  fifteen  members  appointed  by  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for  a  three-year 
term  to  plan,  oversee  and  coordinate  the  delivery  of  legal  services  to  indigent  clients  in 
criminal  and  certain  non-criminal  matters. 

Attorney  Thomas  E.  Peisch  has  been  appointed  as  a  member  of  the  Clients' 
Security  Board  for  a  five-year  term  which  ends  November  6,  1999.  Mr.  Peisch  is 
currently  a  partner  in  the  Boston  firm  of  Conn,  Kavanaugh,  Rosenthal,  Peisch  &  Ford. 
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He  has  also  worked  as  an  Associate  and  partner  at  the  Boston  firm  of  Burns  and  Levinson 
and  was  a  special  assistant  district  attorney  in  Suffolk  County  from  1974  to  1979.  A 
resident  of  Wellesley,  Mr.  Peisch  graduated  from  Dartmouth  College  and  Boston  College 
Law  School. 

The  Clients'  Security  Board,  established  in  1975,  is  comprised  of  seven  attorneys 
appointed  by  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  and  is  responsible  for  compensating  clients  who 
have  been  victimized  by  instances  of  attorney  misappropriations. 

The  SJC  also  reappointed  Attorney  John  F.  Dunn  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Bar 
Examiners.  He  will  serve  a  five-year  term,  ending  October  1,  1999.  Mr.  Dunn  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Board  since  1971,  and  served  as  Chairperson  from  1984  to  1994.  A 
resident  of  Dover,  he  is  a  graduate  of  Boston  College  and  Boston  University  Law  School. 

Attorney  Edward  J.  Barshak,  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Bar  Examiners  since  1970, 
was  appointed  as  Chairperson  of  the  Board  by  the  SJC.  Mr.  Barshak  is  currently  a  partner 
in  the  Boston  firm  of  Sugarman,  Rogers,  Barshak  &  Cohen,  P.C.  A  resident  of 
Brookline,  Mr.  Barshak  is  a  graduate  of  Tufts  University  and  Columbia  University  Law 
School. 

Subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  the  five-member  Board  of 
Bar  Examiners  plans  for  and  conducts  examinations  for  admission  of  applicants  to  the 
Massachusetts  bar. 
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Board  of  Bar  Overseers  Celebrates  20th  Anniversary 


Boston.  MA —  In  recognition  of  their  twenty  years  of  service  to  the  bar  and  to  the 
public,  the  Board  of  Bar  Overseers,  the  Office  of  Bar  Counsel  and  the  Clients  Security 
Board  will  hold  their  first  celebration  of  their  establishment  in  1974  by  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court.  SJC  Chief  Justice  Paul  J.  Liacos  will  be  the  principal  speaker  at  the  event 
held  tonight  at  the  Boston  Bar  Association. 

Chief  Justice  Liacos  said,  "The  Board  of  Bar  Overseers,  the  Office  of  Bar  Counsel 
and  the  Clients  Security  Board  deserve  special  acknowledgment  for  their  important  role 
and  their  worthy  accomplishments  over  the  last  two  decades  in  maintaining  the  integrity 
and  standing  of  the  bar  and  in  protecting  the  public.  I  applaud  them  for  their  continuing 
commitment  and  dedication  to  their  work  in  improving  the  quality  of  justice  in 
Massachusetts." 

Appointed  by  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  the  Board  of  Bar  Overseers  is 
comprised  of  eight  lawyers  and  four  non-lawyers  who  oversee  the  attorney  disciplinary 
system  for  the  Court.  The  Clients  Security  Board,  composed  of  seven  attorneys 
appointed  by  the  SJC,  is  responsible  for  compensating  clients  who  have  been  victimized 
by  instances  of  attorney  misappropriations.  The  Office  of  Bar  Counsel  investigates  and 
prosecutes  allegations  of  professional  misconduct  by  attorneys. 

Among  the  dignitaries  attending  the  anniversary  event  will  be  the  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  including  former  Chief  Justice  Edward  F.  Hennessey  and  retired 
SJC  Justices  Benjamin  Kaplan  and  Francis  Quirico;  the  Board  of  Bar  Overseers  first 
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Chairman,  Robert  W.  Meserve;  former  Board  Chairs,  attorneys  Richard  Donohue,  John 
Brooks,  Paul  Sugarman,  Frances  Burns,  James  DeGiacomo,  John  Wickstrom,  C.  Brian 
MacDonald,  and  the  Board's  current  Chair  and  former  Massachusetts  Bar  Association 
President,  Daniel  Crane;  former  Bar  Counsel,  Hon  Daniel  Klubock,  presently  a  District 
Court  Judge;  and  the  current  Bar  Counsel,  Arnold  R.  Rosenfeld. 

Approximately  150  people  are  expected  to  attend  the  special  anniversary  event. 
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NEW  JURY  SESSIONS  TO  BEGIN  IN  ROXBURY  DISTRICT  COURT 

Boston,  MA —   For  the  first  time,  a  jury  session  will  be  conducted  at  the  Roxbury  District 
Court,  beginning  on  Wednesday,  February  1,  1995.  In  making  the  announcement  today, 
Presiding  Judge  Gregory  L.  Phillips  of  the  Roxbury  Division  of  the  District  Court 
Department  of  the  Trial  Court  said  that  a  six-person  jury  session  will  provide  a  more 
efficient  and  expeditious  means  for  hearing  and  disposing  of  cases  brought  into  that  court. 
A  second  jury  session  is  scheduled  to  begin  in  the  summer,  he  said. 

"The  addition  of  new  jury  sessions  is  a  major  improvement  in  our  efforts  to  make 
Roxbury  District  Court  a  full-service  community  court,"  stated  Judge  Phillips. 

Judge  Phillips  said  that  five  to  ten  cases  will  be  scheduled  in  the  jury  session  each 
day.  Previously,  jury  cases  originating  from  Roxbury  District  Court  were  heard  in  other 
courts  in  Suffolk  County,  including  the  Boston  Municipal  Court.  Last  year,  9,796 
criminal  cases,  in  addition  to  civil  and  juvenile  complaints,  were  filed  in  Roxbury  District 
Court. 

While  the  courthouse  is  still  undergoing  major  renovations,  two  new  jury 
courtrooms,  jury  deliberation  and  jury  pool  rooms  have  recently  been  added  to  Roxbury 
District  Court  to  accommodate  the  new  jury  sessions. 

Of  the  69  local  District  Courts  in  the  state,  35  of  them  now  have  jury  sessions. 
The  most  recent  courts  to  establish  jury  sessions  are  the  Marlborough  District  Court  and 
the  Concord  District  Court.  According  to  the  District  Court  Administrative  Office,  new 
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jury  sessions  are  needed  to  expedite  the  fair  and  prompt  disposition  of  cases  in  local 
courts  and  to  improve  the  efficient  use  of  resources. 

Another  major  factor  is  the  abolition  of  the  trial  de  novo  system  in  the  District 
Court.  Under  the  de  novo  system,  which  was  abolished  as  part  of  the  Court  Reform  Act 
of  1993,  a  defendant  was  allowed  to  have  atrial  by  a  judge,  and  then,  if  dissatisfied  with 
the  result,  could  obtain  a  second  trial,  with  or  without  a  jury.  Under  the  new,  one-trial, 
system,  a  defendant  obtains  either  a  bench  trial  or  a  jury  trial.  The  one-trial  system 
became  effective  January  1,  1994. 


### 


Public  Information  Office 
Supreme  Judicial  Court 

218  Old  Courthouse 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02108 


GOVERNMENT  DOCUMENTS 
COLLECTION 


FEB  27  1995 


PRESS  RELEASE 


CONTACT:  Joan  Kenney/Lucille  Cassis 
617/557-1114 


University  of  Massachusetts 
Depository  Copy 

FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE: 

February  2,  1995 


New  TTY  Device  Improves  Accessibility  of 
Pittsfield  District  Court 


Boston,  MA —  The  Pittsfield  Division  of  the  District  Court  Department  of  the  Trial 
Court  recently  received  a  text  telephone  (TTY)  device  to  assist  hearing  impaired  persons 
in  communicating  more  effectively  with  the  court  system.  To  reach  the  Pittsfield  District 
Court  TTY,  call  the  Clerk's  Office  at  (413)  443-5840  -  V/TTY. 

Leo  F.  Evans,  Clerk-Magistrate  of  the  Pittsfield  District  Court,  said,  "It  is  a 
pleasure  to  be  able  to  serve  more  people  in  the  community  through  this  vehicle.  With  the 
TTY  device  located  in  the  Clerk's  Office,  we  can  effectively  respond  to  the  needs  of  the 
hearing  impaired.  " 

A  TTY  device  allows  the  hearing  disabled  person  to  communicate  through  regular 
telephone  lines  using  a  keyboard  that  sends  and  receives  printed  messages.  Twenty-four 
TTY  systems  have  been  installed  in  courthouses  and  court  administrative  offices 
throughout  the  Commonwealth.  Ten  additional  devices  are  expected  to  be  installed  in 
other  courts  this  year. 

Several  other  innovative  devices  for  hearing  impaired  individuals  are  also 
available  in  various  courts  throughout  the  state.  Portable  assistive  listening  systems  are 
available  for  use  in  court  rooms  where  more  powerful  amplification  may  be  required. 
The  portable  "FM"  System  transmits  sound  via  radio  waves  from  a  transmitter  to  a 
receiver  that  allows  the  hearing  impaired  person  to  follow  court  proceedings.  The 
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portable  "Infra-Red"  System  works  in  a  similar  fashion  except  sound  is  transmitted  to  the 
hearing  impaired  person's  headset  through  infra-red  light  rays. 

Marge  Brown,  the  Trial  Court's  Coordinator  for  the  Americans  with  Disabilities 
Act,  said  that  voice  amplification  buttons  have  been  installed  in  courthouse  pay  telephone 
stations  throughout  the  state  to  help  hearing  impaired  individuals. 

The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  and  the  Trial  Court  continue  to  make  the  judicial 
system  more  accessible  to  the  estimated  300,000  hearing  impaired  individuals  in 
Massachusetts.  To  date,  over  500  court  employees,  including  clerk  magistrates,  probation 
officers,  court  officers  and  support  staff,  have  received  specialized  training  to 
accommodate  disabled  individuals  seeking  business  in  the  courts  and  in  the  use  of  new 
listening  aids. 

For  more  information  about  the  TTY  system  and  other  services  within  the  court 
system  for  disabled  persons,  contact  the  Americans  With  Disabilities  Act  (ADA) 
Coordinator  in  Boston  at  (617)  727-6746  -  V/TTY. 
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TTY  NUMBERS  IN  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  COURTS 


LOCATION 


COUNTY    TTY  NUMBER  CONTACT 


Barnstable  District  Court  Barnstable  1  -508-362-1 1 1 9 

Pittsfield  District  Berkshire  1-41 3-443-5840 

Fall  River  Juvenile  &  District  Court  Bristol  1-508-679-6710 

New  Bedford  Juvenile  &  District  Court    Bristol  1  -508-991-3027 

Taunton  District  Court  Bristol  1-508-822-3321 

Haverhill  District  Court  Essex  1-508-373-4141 

Greenfield  District  Court  Franklin  1-413-774-3364 

Hampden  Probate  Court  Hampden  1-413-736-1097 

Hoiyoke  District  Court  Hampden  1-41 3- 538-97 10 

Northampton  Superior  Court  Hampshire  1-413-582-0139 

Lowell  District  Court  Middlesex  1-508-970-0923 

Middlesex  Probate  Court  Middlesex  1-617-494-4530 

Brockton  District  Court  Plymouth  1  -508-588-8 1 78 

Plymouth  District  Court  Plymouth  1-508-830-1162 

ADA  Coordinator  Suffolk  1-617-727-6746 

Administrative  Office  Trial  Court  Suffolk  1-617-742-1536 

Boston  Municipal  Court  Suffolk  1-617-725-8463 

Job  Line  Administrative  Trial  Court  Suffolk  1-617-723-3815 

Jury  Commissioner  Office  Suffolk  1-800-328-3202 

Law  Libraries  Suffolk  1-800-281-3683 

Supreme  Judicial  Court  Suffolk  1-617-557-1193 

Gardner  District  Court  Worcester  1-508-632-4276 

East  Brookfield  District  Court  (Spencer)  Worcester  1-50B-885-6305 

Worcester  District  Court  Worcester  1-508-798-0009 


Claire  Barry 
Donna  McNeice 
Cheryl  Blackburn 
Sheila  Ferreira 
Bill  McAndrew 
Jack  Gallagher 
Helen  Pleasant 
Norma  Noone 
Doris  Lacaiiie 
Peggy  Kosloski 
Arlene  Boone 
Meghan  McKenna 
Jean  Ouellette  Kenny 
Charlie  Benedict 
Marge  Brown 
Donna  Lee 
Kerry  Keane 
Andrea  Gregory 
Janice  DeYoung 
Mamie  Warner 
Monique  Duarte 
Collen  Trainor 
Carole  Cristo 
Linda  Turnquist 
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New  TTY  Device  Improves  Accessibility  of 
District  Court  in  East  Brookfieid 

Boston,  MA —  The  new  East  Brookfieid  District  Court  Department  recently  received  a 
text  telephone  (TTY)  device  to  assist  hearing  impaired  persons  in  communicating  more 

effectively  with  the  court  system.  The  TTY  device  at  the  East  Brookfieid  District  Court, 
formerly  known  as  the  Spencer  District  Court,  is  located  in  the  Clerk's  Office  and  can  be 
reached  by  calling:  (508)  885-6305  -  V/TTY. 

Hon.  Paul  F.  LoConto,  Presiding  Justice  of  the  East  Brookfieid  District  Court, 
said,  "The  TTY  device  is  just  one  of  the  many  ways  we  have  addressed  issues  of 
accessibility-  We  can  also  provide  portable  listening  devices  in  the  courtroom  for  those 
who  have  difficulty  hearing  court  proceedings.  We  hope  these  initiatives  help  to  better 
serve  the  needs  of  the  community."  The  East  Brookfieid  District  Court  serves  Brookfieid. 
North,  East  and  West  Brookfieid,  Leicester,  Spencer,  Warren,  Hardwick  and  New 
Braintree. 

A  TTY  device  allows  the  hearing  disabled  person  to  communicate  through  regular 
telephone  lines  using  a  keyboard  that  sends  and  receives  printed  messages.  Twenty-four 
TTY  systems  have  been  installed  in  courthouses  and  court  administrative  offices 
throughout  the  Commonwealth.  Ten  additional  devices  are  expected  to  be  installed  in 
other  courts  this  year. 

Several  other  innovative  devices  for  hearing  impaired  individuals  are  also 
available  in  various  courts  throughout  the  state.  Portable  assistive  listening  systems  are 
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available  for  use  in  court  rooms  where  more  powerful  amplification  may  be  required. 
The  portable  "FM"  System  transmits  sound  via  radio  waves  from  a  transmitter  to  a 
receiver  that  allows  the  hearing  impaired  person  to  follow  court  proceedings.  The 
portable  "Infra-Red"  System  works  in  a  similar  fashion  except  sound  is  transmitted  to  the 
hearing  impaired  person's  headset  through  infra-red  light  rays. 

Marge  Brown,  the  Trial  Court's  Coordinator  for  the  Americans  with  Disabilities 
Act,  said  that  voice  amplification  buttons  have  been  installed  in  courthouse  pay  telephone 
stations  throughout  the  state  to  help  hearing  impaired  individuals. 

The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  and  the  Trial  Court  continue  to  make  the  judicial 
system  more  accessible  to  the  estimated  300,000  hearing  impaired  individuals  in 
Massachusetts,  To  date,  over  500  court  employees,  including  clerk  magistrates,  probation 
officers,  court  officers  and  support  staff,  have  received  specialized  training  to 
accommodate  disabled  individuals  seeking  business  in  the  courts  and  in  the  use  of  new 
listening  aids. 

For  more  information  about  the  TTY  system  and  other  services  within  the  court 
system  for  disabled  persons,  contact  the  Americans  With  Disabilities  Act  (ADA) 
Coordinator  in  Boston  at  (617)  727-6746  -  V/TTY. 


TTY  NUMBERS  IN  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  COURTS 


LOCATION 

COUNTY 

TTY  NUMBER 

CONTACT 

Barnstable  District  Court 

Barnstable 

1-508-362-1119 

Claire  Barry 

Pittsfield  District 

Berkshire 

1-413-443-5840 

Donna  McNeice 

Fall  River  Juvenile  &  District  Court 

Bristol 

1-508-679-6710 

Cfieryl  Blackburn 

New  Bedford  Juvenile  &  District  Court 

Bristol 

1-508-991-3027 

Sheila  Ferreira 

Taunton  District  Court 

Bristol 

1-508-822-3321 

Bill  McAndrew 

Haverhill  District  Court 

Essex 

1-508-373-4141 

Jack  Gallagher 

Greenfield  District  Court 

Franklin 

1-413-774-3364 

Helen  Pleasant 

Hampden  Probate  Court 

Hampden 

1-413-736-1097 

Norma  Noone 

Holyoke  District  Court 

Hampden 

1-413-538-9710 

Dons  Lacaiile 

Northampton  Superior  Court 

Hampshire 

1-413-582-0139 

Peggy  Kosloski 

Lowell  District  Court 

Middlesex 

1-508-970-0923 

Arlene  Boone 

Middlesex  Probate  Court 

Middlesex 

1-617-494^530 

Meghan  McKenna 

Brockton  District  Court 

Plymouth 

1-50B-58B-817B 

Jean  Ouetlette  Kenny 

Plymouth  District  Court 

Plymouth 

1-508-830-1162 

Charlie  Benedict 

ADA  Coordinator 

Suffolk 

1-617-727-6746 

Marge  Brown 

Administrative  Office  Trial  Court 

Suffolk 

1-617-742-1536 

Donna  Lee 

Boston  Municipal  Court 

Suffolk 

1-617-725-8463 

Kerry  Keane 

Job  Line  Administrative  Trial  Court 

Suffolk 

1-617-723-3815 

Andrea  Gregory 

Jury  Commissioner  Office 

Suffolk 

1-800-328-3202 

Janice  DeYoung 

Law  Libraries 

Suffolk 

1-800-281-3683 

Marnie  Warner 

Supreme  Judicial  Court 

Suffolk 

1-617-557-1193 

Monique  Duarte 

Gardner  District  Court 

Worcester 

1-508-632-4276 

Collen  Trainor 

East  Brookfield  District  Court  (Spencer)  Worcester 

1-508-885-6305 

Carole  Cristo 

Worcester  District  Court 

Worcester 

1-508-798-0009 

Linda  Turnquist 
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SJC  APPOINTS  MEMBERS  TO 
BOARD  OF  BAR  OVERSEERS  AND  IOLTA  COMMITTEE 


Boston,  MA —  The  Chief  Justice  and  the  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  today  announced  the  appointments  of  two  new  members  to  the  Board  of  Bar 
Overseers  for  a  four-year  term,  and  the  appointment  of  one  new  member  and  the 
reappointments  of  two  members  to  the  IOLTA  (Interest  on  Lawyers'  Trust  Accounts) 
Committee  for  a  three-year  term,  all  effective  immediately. 

The  new  appointees  to  the  Board  of  Bar  Overseers  are  attorneys  Ernest  B.  Murphy 
of  Sherborn  and  Amy  Yanni  of  Worthington.  Their  terms  will  end  on  December  31, 
1998.  Newly  appointed  to  the  IOLTA  Committee  is  attorney  Ruth  E.  Fitch  of  Brookline. 
Nancy  Beecher  of  Concord  and  attorney  P.  Keyburn  Hollister  of  Pittsfield  were 
reappointed  to  the  IOLTA  Committee.  Their  terms  extend  until  December  31,  1997. 

Ernest  Murphy  is  a  partner  in  the  Boston  law  firm  of  Murphy  &  O'Connell.  A 
graduate  of  Boston  College  Law  School  and  Oberlin  College  in  Ohio,  Mr.  Murphy  is  a 
former  hearing  committee  member  of  the  Board  of  Bar  Overseers  and  a  long-standing 
member  and  past  president  of  the  Board  of  Lawyers  Concerned  for  Lawyers.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Melrose  School  Committee  from  1972  to  1976.  Mr.  Murphy  is 
active  in  several  professional  organizations  and  serves  as  an  arbitrator  for  the  American 
Arbitration  Association. 

Amy  Yanni,  a  graduate  of  Northeastern  University  Law  School,  has  been  a  staff 
attorney  with  Western  Massachusetts  Legal  Services  since  1990.  She  also  directed  the 
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pro  bono  program  there  from  1988  to  1990.  Previously,  Ms.  Yanni  was  an  associate  in 
the  Springfield  firm  of  Katz,  Sasson  &  Hoose  for  three  years  and  a  service  coordinator  for 
the  Department  of  Mental  Health  for  two  years.  Ms.  Yanni  holds  both  a  master's  degree 
and  doctorate  degree  in  education  from  Boston  University  and  an  undergraduate  degree 
from  Framingham  State  College. 

The  Board  of  Bar  Overseers  is  comprised  of  eight  lawyers  and  four  non-lawyers 
who  oversee  the  attorney  disciplinary  system  for  the  Court.  The  Board  investigates 
allegations  of  professional  misconduct  by  attorneys  and,  in  some  instances,  may 
discipline  lawyers  or  make  recommendations  to  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for 
appropriate  disciplinary  action. 

A  partner  in  the  Boston  firm  of  Palmer  &  Dodge,  Ms.  Fitch  is  a  graduate  of 
Harvard  Law  School  and  Barnard  College,  Columbia  University.  Active  in  professional, 
civic  and  community  affairs,  Ms.  Fitch  is  the  Director  of  the  Boston  Municipal  Research 
Bureau,  Bridge  Over  Troubled  Waters,  Inc.,  Grimes  King  Foundation,  among  others,  and 
is  a  mentor  with  the  Harvard  Law  School  1L  Mentor  Program  for  women  minority  law 
students. 

P.  Keyburn  Hollister,  Chair  of  the  IOLTA  Committee,  is  well  recognized  for  her 
public  service  in  Berkshire  County  and  across  the  state.  A  graduate  of  Western  New 
England  College  School  of  Law  and  the  University  of  Massachusetts  at  Amherst,  Ms. 
Hollister  is  a  partner  in  the  Pittsfield  law  firm  of  Gobel  &  Hollister  and  was  a  former  city 
solicitor  for  Pittsfield  from  1979  to  1983.  Active  in  several  bar  associations  and 
community  endeavors,  Ms.  Hollister  is  President  of  the  Berkshire  County  Bar  Association 
and  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  Berkshire  Community  College. 

Nancy  Beecher,  a  graduate  of  Wellesley  College,  is  a  former  director  of  the 
Greater  Boston  Legal  Services  and  former  director  and  chair  of  the  Massachusetts  Legal 
Assistance  Corporation.  Active  in  state  and  local  politics  and  public  affairs,  Ms.  Beecher 
is  a  member  of  the  League  of  Women  Voters  and  a  former  member  and  chair  of  the 
Concord  Board  of  Selectmen. 
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The  IOLTA  Committee,  comprised  of  nine  members,  oversees  the  operation  of  the 
IOLTA  program,  which  requires  lawyers  and  law  firms  to  establish  interest-bearing 
accounts  for  nominal,  short-term  client  funds.  Established  by  the  SJC  in  1992,  the 
IOLTA  Committee  supervises  the  receipt  of  all  IOLTA  funds  and  their  disbursement  to 
several  charitable  entities  designed  to  improve  the  administration  of  justice  and  support 
the  delivery  of  civil  legal  services  to  the  poor. 


SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT  C0^v 


PUBLIC  INFORMATION 
ME  JUDICIAL  C 
218  Old  Courthouse 

Boston,  MA  02108  f  fcB  1*  ' 


218  Old  Courthouse  „  m  ygfc 

PRESS  RELEASE        ^*fj^  ^ 


CONTACT:  Joan  Kenney  FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

617/557-1 1 14  February  24,  1995 

Robert  Bloom 

617/557-1165 


SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT  TO  ADOPT  MODIFIED  VERSION  OF  AMERICAN 
BAR  ASSOCIATION  MODEL  RULES  OF  PROFESSIONAL  CONDUCT 

Boston,  MA  ~  The  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  today 
announced  that  they  have  unanimously  agreed  to  adopt  a  modified  form  of  the  American  Bar 
Association  (ABA)  Model  Rules  of  Professional  Conduct  for  lawyers.  As  indicated  in  the 
attached  "Announcement, M  the  Justices  invite  comment  on  the  proposed  "Massachusetts  Rules 
of  Professional  Conduct,"  recommended  by  the  Court's  "Committee  on  the  Model  Rules  of 
Professional  Conduct." 

More  than  forty  states  have  adopted  ethical  rules  based  on  the  ABA  Model  Rules. 
Since  1972  Massachusetts  has  been  using  rules  based  on  the  old  ABA  Code  of  Professional 
Responsibility.  Rather  than  reject  the  entire  Code,  the  Court's  special  Committee 
recommended  the  retention  of  many  specific  provisions  of  the  current  rules  which  have 
proved  to  be  satisfactory  over  the  years. 

The  Justices  have  taken  no  position  on  the  specifics  of  the  final  version  of  the 
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proposed  Massachusetts  Rules  of  Professional  Conduct.  They  will  make  such  decisions  after 
they  have  received  written  comments  from  all  interested  persons  and  organizations. 

The  deadline  for  submitting  written  comments  is  June  1,  1995.  They  should  be  sent 
to  Robert  Bloom,  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  1300  New  Courthouse,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
Copies  of  the  Court's  "Announcement,"  the  proposed  "Massachusetts  Rules  of  Professional 
Conduct,"  with  a  description  of  major  departures  from  the  A. B. A.  Model  Rules,  and  the 
Report  of  the  S.J. C.  Committee  on  the  Model  Rules  of  Professional  Conduct  are  all  available 
at  the  SJ.C.  Public  Information  Office. 

m 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


The  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  have  unanimously 
accepted  the  recommendation  of  their  Committee  on  the  Model  Rules 
of  Professional  Conduct  that  the  Justices  announce  that  they  will 
adopt  a  modified  form  of  the  American  Bar  Association's  Model 
Rules  of  Professional  Conduct.     The  precise  form  of  the  new 
Massachusetts  disciplinary  rules  will  not  be  fixed  until  the 
Committee's  proposed  form  of  those  rules  has  been  published  for 
comment  and  comment  has  been  received. 

The  Committee  recommended  that  the  Justices  abandon  the  Code 
of  Professional  Responsibility  that  has  been  in  effect  since 
1972.     The  Committee  indicated  that  the  newer  rules  more 
accurately  reflect  the  diversity  of  contemporary  legal  practice 
than  does  the  current  code.     The  Committee  also  stated  that  Model 
Rules  will  serve  the  goal  of  uniformity  in  the  country  on  matters 
of  lawyer  conduct  and  discipline.     More  than  forty  jurisdictions 
have  moved  from  the  old  code  to  the  Model  Rules,  although  often 
these  have  been  adjusted  for  local  preferences  in  various 
respects.     The  Committee  also  indicated  that  the  format  of  the 
Model  Rules  eliminates  much  of  the  ambiguity  in  the  current  Code. 
A  full  copy  of  the  Committee's  report  with  the  Massachusetts 
Rules  of  Professional  Conduct  that  the  Committee  recommended  (as 
approved  for  comment)  and  a  list  of  major  departures  from  the  ABA 
Model  Rules  are  available  at  The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  Public 
Information  Office,   218  Old  Courthouse,  Boston,  MA  02108  (617 
557-1114) . 
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The  proposed  Massachusetts  Model  Rules  retain  many  special 
provisions  of  the  current  disciplinary  rules  that  have  proved 
satisfactory  in  Massachusetts.     Some  of  those  provisions  were 
developed  as  the  result  of  the  work  of  special  committees 
appointed  by  the  Justices.     The  current  rule  concerning  referral 
fees  has  been  retained.     Those  other  proposed  rules  that  depart 
from  the  ABA  Model  Rules  in  favor  of  a  current  Massachusetts  rule 
include:     provisions  concerning  trust  and  IOLTA  accounts  and 
dishonored  check  notification  (rule  1.15  [d] ,    [e] ,  and  [f]); 
requirements  concerning  the  delivery  of  materials  to  a  former 
client  (rule  1.16  [e] ;  provisions  concerning  payments  to  a 
witness  (rule  3.4   [g]);  limitations  on  juror  contact  after  the 
discharge  of  the  jury  (rule  3.5  [d]);  and  provisions  concerning 
solicitation  by  lawyers  (rule  7.3)   and  communicating  specialties 
of  practice  (rule  7.4). 

Other  departures  from  the  ABA  Model  Rules  include  special 
new  provisions  concerning  the  confidentiality  of  information 
relating  to  the  representation  of  clients  (rule  1.6);  a  rule 
concerning  imputed  disqualification  of  a  lawyer  in  various 
circumstances  (rule  1.10);  an  expanded  rule  on  what  to  do  in  the 
case  of  the  disability  of  a  client  (rule  1.14);  a  special 
provision  concerning  what  to  do  in  a  criminal  case  when  the 
lawyer  knows  that  the  client  intends  to  testify  falsely  (rule  3.3 
[e]);  the  deletion  of  ABA  rule  3.8  because  the  subject  is 
substantially  covered  in  the  Court's  prosecution  function  rules; 
and  the  modification  of  ABA  rule  8.3  mandating  the  reporting  of 
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professional  misconduct  (rule  8.3).     The  committee  eliminated  ABA 
rule  6.1  concerning  pro  bono  service  by  lawyers,  a  subject  that 
the  Justices  will  consider  separately  if  a  well-supported  request 
to  do  so  is  presented  to  them. 

The  Justices  have  taken  no  position  on  the  details  of  the 
rules  submitted  by  their  Committee.     They  will  do  so  after  they 
have  received  written  comments  from  all  interested  persons, 
including  consumer  groups  and  non-lawyers.     All  such  comments 
should  be  submitted  by  June  1.   1995.  to  Robert  Bloom,  Esq., 
Deputy  Administrative  Assistant,   1300  New  Courthouse,   Boston  MA 
02108   [(617)    (557-1165)].     The  Justices  will  determine  whether 
they  will  hold  a  public  hearing  on  some  or  all  of  the  proposed 
rules.     Any  disciplinary  changes  adopted  by  the  Justices  or  the 
ABA  while  the  proposed  rules  are  under  advisement  will  be 
considered  in  conjunction  with  the  proposed  rules. 

The  Justices  also  seek  comment  on  what  they  should  do  with 
the  ABA  Model  Rules'  preamble  on  a  lawyer's  responsibilities,  its 
statement  on  the  scope  of  the  Model  Rules,   the  definition  section 
that  appears  under  the  heading  of  Terminology,  and  the 
substantial  comments  that  accompany  each  ABA  rule. 

The  Committee  consists  of  Prof.  Daniel  R.  Coquillette; 
Elaine  M.   Epstein,   Esq.;  Michael  Fredrickson,   Counsel  to  the 
Board  of  Bar  Overseers;  Prof.   Susan  Koniak;  Sandra  L.  Lynch, 
Esq.;  Robert  J.  Muldoon,  Jr.,   Esq.;  Arnold  R.  Rosenfeld,  Bar 
Counsel;  and  Hon.  Herbert  P.  Wilkins.     Justice  Abrams,   a  member 
of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court's  Rules  Committee,   and  Robert 


Bloom,  Secretary  to  that  Committee,  participated  in  the 
Committee's  deliberations. 
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SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT  TO  ADOPT  MODIFIED  VERSION  OF  AMERICAN 
BAR  ASSOCIATION  MODEL  RULES  OF  PROFESSIONAL  CONDUCT 

Boston,  MA  -  The  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  today 
announced  that  they  have  unanimously  agreed  to  adopt  a  modified  form  of  the  American  Bar 
Association  (ABA)  Model  Rules  of  Professional  Conduct  for  lawyers.  As  indicated  in  the 
attached  "Announcement,"  the  Justices  invite  comment  on  the  proposed  "Massachusetts  Rules 
of  Professional  Conduct,"  recommended  by  the  Court's  "Committee  on  the  Model  Rules  of 
Professional  Conduct." 

More  than  forty  states  have  adopted  ethical  rules  based  on  the  ABA  Model  Rules. 
Since  1972  Massachusetts  has  been  using  rules  based  on  the  old  ABA  Code  of  Professional 
Responsibility.  Rather  than  reject  the  entire  Code,  the  Court's  special  Committee 
recommended  the  retention  of  many  specific  provisions  of  the  current  rules  which  have 
proved  to  be  satisfactory  over  the  years. 

The  Justices  have  taken  no  position  on  the  specifics  of  the  final  version  of  the 
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proposed  Massachusetts  Rules  of  Professional  Conduct.  They  will  make  such  decisions  after 
they  have  received  written  comments  from  all  interested  persons  and  organizations. 

The  deadline  for  submitting  written  comments  is  June  1,  1995.  They  should  be  sent 
to  Robert  Bloom,  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  1300  New  Courthouse,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
Copies  of  the  Court's  "Announcement,"  the  proposed  "Massachusetts  Rules  of  Professional 
Conduct,"  with  a  description  of  major  departures  from  the  A.B.A.  Model  Rules,  and  the 
Report  of  the  S.J.C.  Committee  on  the  Model  Rules  of  Professional  Conduct  are  all  available 
at  the  S.J.C.  Public  Information  Office. 

m 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


The  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  have  unanimously 
accepted  the  recommendation  of  their  Committee  on  the  Model  Rules 
of  Professional  Conduct  that  the  Justices  announce  that  they  will 
adopt  a  modified  form  of  the  American  Bar  Association's  Model 
Rules  of  Professional  Conduct.     The  precise  form  of  the  new 
Massachusetts  disciplinary  rules  will  not  be  fixed  until  the 
Committee's  proposed  form  of  those  rules  has  been  published  for 
comment  and  comment  has  been  received. 

The  Committee  recommended  that  the  Justices  abandon  the  Code 
of  Professional  Responsibility  that  has  been  in  effect  since 
1972.     The  Committee  indicated  that  the  newer  rules  more 
accurately  reflect  the  diversity  of  contemporary  legal  practice 
than  does  the  current  code.     The  Committee  also  stated  that  Model 
Rules  will  serve  the  goal  of  uniformity  in  the  country  on  matters 
of  lawyer  conduct  and  discipline.     More  than  forty  jurisdictions 
have  moved  from  the  old  code  to  the  Model  Rules,  although  often 
these  have  been  adjusted  for  local  preferences  in  various 
respects.     The  Committee  also  indicated  that  the  format  of  the 
Model  Rules  eliminates  much  of  the  ambiguity  in  the  current  Code. 
A  full  copy  of  the  Committee's  report  with  the  Massachusetts 
Rules  of  Professional  Conduct  that  the  Committee  recommended  (as 
approved  for  comment)  and  a  list  of  major  departures  from  the  ABA 
Model  Rules  are  available  at  The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  Public 
Information  Office,  218  Old  Courthouse,  Boston,  MA  02108  (617 
557-1114) . 
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The  proposed  Massachusetts  Model  Rules  retain  many  special 
provisions  of  the  current  disciplinary  rules  that  have  proved 
satisfactory  in  Massachusetts.     Some  of  those  provisions  were 
developed  as  the  result  of  the  work  of  special  committees 
appointed  by  the  Justices.     The  current  rule  concerning  referral 
fees  has  been  retained.     Those  other  proposed  rules  that  depart 
from  the  ABA  Model  Rules  in  favor  of  a  current  Massachusetts  rule 
include:     provisions  concerning  trust  and  IOLTA  accounts  and 
dishonored  check  notification  (rule  1.15  [d] ,    [e],  and  [f]); 
requirements  concerning  the  delivery  of  materials  to  a  former 
client  (rule  1.16  [e];  provisions  concerning  payments  to  a 
witness  (rule  3.4  [g]);  limitations  on  juror  contact  after  the 
discharge  of  the  jury  (rule  3.5  [d]);  and  provisions  concerning 
solicitation  by  lawyers  (rule  7.3)   and  communicating  specialties 
of  practice   (rule  7.4). 

Other  departures  from  the  ABA  Model  Rules  include  special 
new  provisions  concerning  the  confidentiality  of  information 
relating  to  the  representation  of  clients  (rule  1.6);  a  rule 
concerning  imputed  disqualification  of  a  lawyer  in  various 
circumstances  (rule  1.10);  an  expanded  rule  on  what  to  do  in  the 
case  of  the  disability  of  a  client  (rule  1.14);  a  special 
provision  concerning  what  to  do  in  a  criminal  case  when  the 
lawyer  knows  that  the  client  intends  to  testify  falsely  (rule  3.3 
[e]);  the  deletion  of  ABA  rule  3.8  because  the  subject  is 
substantially  covered  in  the  Court's  prosecution  function  rules; 
and  the  modification  of  ABA  rule  8.3  mandating  the  reporting  of 
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professional  misconduct  (rule  8.3).     The  committee  eliminated  ABA 
rule  6.1  concerning  pro  bono  service  by  lawyers,  a  subject  that 
the  Justices  will  consider  separately  if  a  well-supported  request 
to  do  so  is  presented  to  them. 

The  Justices  have  taken  no  position  on  the  details  of  the 
rules  submitted  by  their  Committee.     They  will  do  so  after  they 
have  received  written  comments  from  all  interested  persons, 
including  consumer  groups  and  non-lawyers.     All  such  comments 
should  be  submitted  bv  June  1.  1995.  to  Robert  Bloom,  Esq., 
Deputy  Administrative  Assistant,   1300  New  Courthouse,  Boston  MA 
02108  [(617)    (557-1165)].     The  Justices  will  determine  whether 
they  will  hold  a  public  hearing  on  some  or  all  of  the  proposed 
rules.     Any  disciplinary  changes  adopted  by  the  Justices  or  the 
ABA  while  the  proposed  rules  are  under  advisement  will  be 
considered  in  conjunction  with  the  proposed  rules. 

The  Justices  also  seek  comment  on  what  they  should  do  with 
the  ABA  Model  Rules'  preamble  on  a  lawyer's  responsibilities,  its 
statement  on  the  scope  of  the  Model  Rules,  the  definition  section 
that  appears  under  the  heading  of  Terminology,  and  the 
substantial  comments  that  accompany  each  ABA  rule. 

The  Committee  consists  of  Prof.  Daniel  R.  Coquillette; 
Elaine  M.  Epstein,  Esq. ;  Michael  Fredrickson,  Counsel  to  the 
Board  of  Bar  Overseers;  Prof.  Susan  Koniak;  Sandra  L.  Lynch, 
Esq.;  Robert  J.  Muldoon,  Jr.,  Esq.;  Arnold  R.  Rosenfeld,  Bar 
Counsel;  and  Hon.  Herbert  P.  Wilkins.     Justice  Abrams,  a  member 
of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court's  Rules  Committee,  and  Robert 


Bloom,  Secretary  to  that  Committee,  participated  in  the 
Committee's  deliberations. 
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Supreme  Judicial  Court  Hosts 
Student  Government  Day  "Justices 


Boston,  MA  (April  7,  1995)  —A  selected  group  of  high  school  students  from  across  the 
state  today  became  Supreme  Judicial  Court  "Justices"  for  the  day  as  part  of  the 
Commonwealth's  Student  Government  Day  program. 

Student  Government  Day  participants  were  initially  selected  as  student  delegates 
from  their  schools,  and  then  were  chosen  at  random  in  a  "Glass  Bowl  Drawing"  at  the 
State  House  in  January  to  assume  the  roles  of  the  state's  constitutional  officers,  members 
of  the  General  Court  and  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 

Seven  students  and  their  alternates  were  selected  to  act  as  the  Chief  Justice  and 
Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court.  The  Chief  Justice  is  Grant  Corbit  with 
his  alternate,  Eric  Kaminski,  both  of  Manchester,  and  students  at  Manchester  Jr./Sr.  High 
School.  The  Associate  Justices  are:  Theresa  Ferguson  of  Shirley,  and  her  alternate.  Sarah 
Januskienwiecz  of  Ayer,  students  at  Ayer  High  School;  Ferona  Hartley  of  Dorchester  and 
her  alternate,  Annmarie  Roberts  of  Jamaica  Plain,  students  at  Brighton  High  School;  Dan 
Shaw  and  his  alternate,  Bessie  Tsionis,  both  of  Brockton,  and  students  at  Brockton  High 
School;  Adam  Preston  and  his  alternate,  Kristen  Nicolsi,  both  of  Rockport.  and  students 
at  Rockport  High  School;  David  Chevalier  of  Williamsburg,  and  his  alternate  John 
McVeigh  of  Huntington,  students  at  Smith-Vocational  Agricultural  School  in 
Northampton,  and  Sara  Ann  Jachym  and  Jim  Pelletier,  both  of  Westfield.  and  students  at 
Westfield  High  School. 


-more- 


Highlights  of  this  year's  Student  Government  Day  program  at  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  included  a  meeting  with  SJC  Associate  Justice  Ruth  I.  Abrams  and  Chief  Staff 
Counsel  Henry  Clay.  With  the  assistance  of  the  SJC  law  clerks,  students  performed  a 
mock  hearing  involving  the  issue  of  school  officials  searching  student  lockers  that  was 
the  basis  of  a  1992  SJC  case,  Commonwealth  vs.  Jeffrey  Snyder. 

Included  also  in  the  day's  activities  was  a  tour  of  the  Court  and  a  special  viewing 
of  the  SJC  videotape,  "Free,  Impartial,  and  Independent:  Three  Hundred  Years  of  the 
Massachusetts  Supreme  Judicial  Court,"  produced  in  conjunction  with  the  SJC  Historical 
Society  for  the  Court's  tercentenary  in  1992.  Copies  of  "Free,  Impartial,  and 
Independent."  and  an  accompanying  teacher's  guide,  can  be  obtained  on  loan  from  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  Public  Information  Office,  (617)  557-1 1 14. 

Student  Government  Day,  established  by  statute  in  1951,  enables  high  school 
students  to  take  part  in  state  government  through  role  playing  activities,  meetings  with 
state  officials  and  observ  ations  of  governmental  proceedings.  The  event  is  sponsored  by 
the  Massachusetts  Teachers  Association.  The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  participates  each 
year  in  this  event  as  part  of  a  continuing  effort  to  support  law  related  education  and  to 
expand  public  awareness  of  the  judicial  system. 
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SJC  ADOPTS  POLICY  STATEMENT  ON  SUBSTANCE  ABUSE 
AND  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEE 

Boston,  MA —  The  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
today  announced  that  they  have  adopted  the  Policy  Statement  on  Substance  Abuse  that 
w&  >  recommended  by  the  Substance  Abuse  Project  Task  Force  in  its  final  report, 
A  Matter  of  Just  Treatment:  Substance  Abuse  and  the  Courts.  The  Justices  also 
announced  that  they  have  adopted  the  recommendation  to  create  a  Standing  Committee 
on  Substance  Abuse  and  are  seeking  nominations  for  members. 

The  Policy  Statement  on  Substance  Abuse  reads,  "Every  judge  in  the 
Commonwealth  should  attempt  to  identify  and  appropriately  respond  to  the  indication  of 
substance  abuse  by  any  party  appearing  before  him  or  her  in  a  Court  of  the 
Commonwealth,  where  substance  abuse  is  a  factor  in  behavior  related  to  the  case.  At 
every  stage  of  the  adjudicatory  process,  courts  should  provide  access  to  substance  abuse 
information  and  to  referrals  for  screening,  evaluation  and  treatment  for  substance  abuse." 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Substance  Abuse  will  be  responsible  for  preparing 
detailed  policies  and  plans  for  implementing  other  recommendations  contained  in  the 
substance  abuse  report  and  will  advise  the  judicial  branch  on  substance  abuse  issues. 

Individuals  who  are  interested  in  serving  as  members  of  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Substance  Abuse  are  invited  to  submit  an  application.  Individuals  who  wish  to 
nominate  a  candidate  are  invited  to  do  so.  Letters  of  application  or  nomination  should 
include  a  resume  or  a  description  of  the  applicant's  or  nominee's  qualifications  for  service 


-more- 


on  the  committee.  Applications  are  due  no  later  than  May  15,  1995,  and  should  be  sent  to 
Anne  Walker,  Administrative  Assistant  for  Policy  Development,  Supreme  Judicial  Court, 
1300  New  Courthouse,  Boston,  MA  02108. 

The  77-page  substance  abuse  report  on  the  courts  was  presented  to  the  SJC 
Justices  in  a  public  ceremony  on  March  23,  1995,  by  the  Substance  Abuse  Project  Task 
Force,  which  was  chaired  by  SJC  Associate  Justice  Francis  P.  O'Connor.  The  report 
recommends  ways  in  which  the  Massachusetts  courts  can  take  a  leadership  role  and 
implement  a  coordinated  approach  to  handling  substance  abuse  issues  in  the  court  system. 

Copies  of  the  report  can  be  obtained  by  contacting  the  SJC's  Public  Information 

Office. 
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SJC  APPOINTS  NEW  MEMBERS  TO  STANDING  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 


Boston,  MA —  The  Chief  Justice  and  the  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  today  announced  four  new  appointments  to  the  Standing  Advisory  Committee  on 
the  Rules  of  Criminal  Procedure.  Established  in  1979,  the  Standing  Advisory  Committee 
advises  the  Court  on  proposed  amendments  to  the  Massachusetts  Rules  of  Criminal 
Procedure. 

Hon.  Maria  I.  Lopez  and  Hon.  Charles  J.  Hely,  both  Associate  Justices  of  the 
Superior  Court,  Social  Law  Librarian  Edgar  Bellefontaine  and  Western  New  England 
School  of  Law  Professor  Arthur  B.  Leavens  have  been  named  as  new  members  of  the 
Committee. 

Judge  Lopez,  a  graduate  of  Smith  College  and  Boston  University  Law  School,  was 
first  appointed  as  a  District  Court  judge  for  the  Chelsea  Division  in  1988;  she  was 
appointed  as  a  judge  to  the  Superior  Court  in  1993  where  she  currently  serves.  A  resident 
of  Newton,  she  also  is  an  adjunct  professor  at  Boston  University  School  of  Law  where 
she  has  taught  since  1989. 

Judge  Hely  has  been  an  Associate  Justice  in  the  Superior  Court  since  1990.  He 
also  served  briefly  as  a  District  Court  judge  in  1989,  the  year  he  was  appointed  to  the 
bench.  A  resident  of  Needham,  Judge  Hely  is  a  graduate  of  Colby  College  and  Boston 
College  Law  School  and  holds  an  L.L.M.  degree  from  George  Washington  University. 

Mr.  Bellefontaine  of  Maiden  has  been  the  Librarian  of  the  Social  Law  Library' 
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since  1961.  From  1979  to  1994,  he  served  as  the  Reporter  for  the  Standing  Advisory 
Committee  of  the  Rules  of  Criminal  Procedure.  Mr.  Bellefontaine  has  also  been  the 
Director  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  Historical  Society  since  1990. 

Professor  Leavens,  a  graduate  of  Duke  University  and  Harvard  Law  School,  has 
been  a  Professor  at  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  for  the  past  twelve 
years.  He  has  extensive  clinical  teaching  experience  in  the  area  of  criminal  practice  and 
procedure  and  has  directed  several  clinics  affiliated  with  the  Springfield  District  Court, 
the  Hampden  County  Bar  Advocates  and  the  Hampden  County  District  Attorney's  Office. 

The  SJC  also  announced  several  new  changes  to  the  Committee's  membership. 
Superior  Court  Justice  Daniel  F.  Toomey,  a  long  standing  member  of  the  Committee,  was 
named  as  Chair.  The  former  Chair  since  1989  was  Hon.  John  J.  Irwin,  Jr.,  who  resigned 
his  position  as  a  result  of  his  appointment  by  the  SJC  as  the  Chief  Justice  for 
Administration  and  Management  of  the  Trial  Court. 

The  new  reporter  for  the  Standing  Advisory  Committee  is  Suffolk  University  Law 
Professor  Eric  D.  Blumenson,  who  served  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  from  1989. 
Professor  Blumenson  of  Cambridge  teaches  Suffolk  Law  School's  first  year  course  in 
Criminal  Law  and  is  the  author  of  the  text,  Massachusetts  Criminal  Defense. 

Professor  David  Rossman  of  Boston  University  Law  School  has  been  appointed  as 
Deputy  Reporter.  Professor  Rossman  of  Newton  is  the  Director  of  Clinical  Programs  in 
Criminal  Law  at  Boston  University  School  of  Law. 
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SJC  APPOINTS  MEMBERS  TO  COMMITTEE  FOR  PUBLIC  COUNSEL  SERVICES 

Boston,  MA —  The  Chief  Justice  and  the  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
today  announced  the  appointments  of  three  new  members  and  the  reappointments  of  three 
members  to  the  Committee  for  Public  Counsel  Services,  all  effective  immediately. 

By  statute,  G.L.  c.  21  ID  §1,  the  Committee  for  Public  Counsel  Services  (CPCS)  is 
comprised  of  fifteen  members  appointed  by  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  for  a  three-year  term 
to  plan,  oversee  and  coordinate  the  delivery  of  legal  services  to  indigent  clients  in  criminal 
and  certain  non-criminal  matters. 

The  new  appointees  are  Attorneys  Charles  P.  Andrade,  Jr.,  of  Marston  Mills;  Joan  C. 
Stanley  of  Roxbury;  and  Patricia  M.  Dunbar  of  Springfield.  Their  terms  will  expire  on 
March  1,  1996,  1997  and  1998,  respectively.  Mr.  Andrade  and  Ms.  Stanley  are  filling  the 
remainder  of  the  unexpired  terms  of  Judge-Designate  Jose  Sanchez  and  Attorney  Patricia 
Wynn. 

Reappointed  to  the  CPCS  are  Attorneys  Geraldine  S.  Hines  of  Roxbury;  John 
Bonistalli  of  Needham  and  Walter  B.  Prince  of  Pembroke.  Their  terms  will  end  on  March  I, 
1998. 

Charles  P.  Andrade,  Jr.  is  the  Clerk-Magistrate  of  the  Barnstable  County  and  Town  of 
Plymouth  Division  of  the  Juvenile  Court.  Prior  to  his  appointment  there  in  November  1994. 
he  served  as  Assistant  Clerk-Magistrate  of  the  Barnstable  District  Court  for  six  years.  Mr. 
Andrade  is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Santa  Clara  School  of  Law,  Boston  University 
and  Cape  Cod  Community  College. 
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Joan  C.  Stanley,  a  graduate  of  Howard  University  and  Northwestern  University 
School  of  Law,  has  been  in  private  practice  since  1983.  She  previously  served  as  an 
Assistant  United  States  Attorney  for  six  years.  Prior  to  that,  she  was  a  staff  attorney  for  the 
.  Massachusetts  Defenders  Committee  and  later  a  deputy  director  of  the  Roxbury  Defenders 
Committee.  Ms.  Stanley  serves  on  the  Criminal  Law  Steering  Committee  of  the  Boston  Bar 
Association. 

Patricia  M.  Dunbar  is  a  partner  in  the  Springfield  firm  of  Coyle,  Dunbar,  Geoffrion 
and  Rideout.  A  graduate  of  Western  New  England  College  School  of  Law  and  Elmira 
College,  she  is  the  former  Secretary  and  a  current  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  for 
the  Hampden  County  Bar  Association. 

Geraldine  S.  Hines,  a  partner  in  the  Boston  law  firm  of  Burnham  and  Hines,  has 
served  on  the  Committee  for  Public  Counsel  Services  since  1986  and  was  named  Chair  in 
1993.  A  graduate  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin  School  of  Law,  Ms.  Hines  also  teaches  a 
trial  advocacy  course  at  Northeastern  University  School  of  Law. 

John  Bonistalli,  a  graduate  of  Suffolk  University  Law  School  and  Boston  College, 
has  been  in  private  practice  since  1987.  He  is  a  former  Assistant  Attorney  General  and 
served  as  Chief  of  the  Arson  Division  of  the  Criminal  Bureau. 

Walter  B.  Prince  is  a  partner  in  the  Boston  firm  of  Peckham,  Lobel,  Casey,  Prince 
and  Tye.  Since  1981,  he  has  been  a  Lecturer  of  Law  at  Boston  College  Law  School  where 
he  received  a  J.D.  degree.  Mr.  Prince  is  a  former  president  of  the  Massachusetts  Black 
Lawyers  Association  and  former  vice-president  of  the  National  Conference  of  Black 
Lawyers. 
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SJC  SPONSORS  THE  JUDICIAL  YOUTH  CORPS 
FOR  FIFTH  CONSECUTIVE  YEAR 


Boston,  MA —  For  the  past  five  years,  the  Massachusetts  Supreme  Judicial  Court  has 
offered  over  one  hundred  Boston  area  high  school  students  a  unique  opportunity  to 
participate  in  the  administration  of  justice.  Beginning  today.  36  students  from  Boston 
public  and  private  high  schools,  as  well  as  from  Chelsea.  Revere  and  Winthrop.  will 
become  the  fifth  consecutive  class  of  the  SJC's  Judicial  Youth  Corps,  a  model  interactive 
law  related  education  program  aimed  at  broadening  young  people's  understanding  and 
appreciation  of  the  Massachusetts  court  system. 

Founded  in  1990  by  SJC  Chief  Justice  Paul  J.  Liacos,  the  16-week  Judicial  Youth 
Corps  is  the  nation's  first  court-sponsored  program  to  combine  a  hands-on  orientation  of 
the  court  system  for  high  school  students  with  a  paid  summer  internship  in  the  courts. 

Chief  Justice  Liacos  said,  "I  am  tremendously  proud  of  the  many  young  people 
from  our  inner-city  schools  who  have  learned  about  our  system  of  justice  by  working 
directly  with  our  dedicated  judges  and  court  personnel,  who  give  so  freely  of  their  time  to 
make  the  Judicial  Youth  Corps  a  worthwhile  educational  experience  for  our  youth.  Next 
year  we  plan  to  expand  the  concept  to  other  parts  of  the  state." 

From  a  volunteer  faculty  of  judges,  lawyers  and  court  personnel,  who  also  act  as 
mentors,  the  Judicial  Youth  Corps  students  learn  about  subjects  that  affect  their  lives, 
such  as  juvenile  law.  criminal  justice,  small  claims  cases,  housing  and  family  matters. 


-more- 


Masschusetts  SJC  Judicial  Youth  Corps  Program 


Students  sit  alongside  judges  to  observe  trials;  they  interact  with  court  clerks,  probation 
officers,  court  officers  and  lawyers  to  learn  how  the  judicial  process  works  through  the 
variety  of  criminal  and  civil  cases  and  court  occupations. 

Following  an  eight-week  orientation  to  the  court  system  in  the  spring,  students 
begin  their  summer  internships  in  July  working  in  court  offices  throughout  Suffolk 
County  where  they  learn  clerical  job  skills,  such  as  filing  court  documents,  answering 
phones,  word  processing  and  handling  public  inquiries.  Under  the  direction  of  court 
superv  isors,  students  earn  an  average  of  $1200  for  their  summer  work. 

Weekly  educational  sessions  continue  throughout  the  summer,  which  include  field 
trips  to  the  Nashua  Street  Jail,  the  State  House,  law  firms  and  law  schools.  At  the  end  of 
August,  students,  parents,  judges,  court  employees  and  lawyers  attend  an  "Appreciation 
Day"  ceremony  with  Chief  Justice  Liacos  who  awards  the  students  with  special 
certificates  for  their  successful  completion  of  the  program. 

The  Judicial  Youth  Corps,  which  received  an  award  in  1991  from  the  American 
Bar  Association  for  fostering  legal  education  in  a  community  partnership,  is  funded 
through  state  and  local  funds,  including  grants  from  the  Boston  Private  Industry  Council. 
Plans  are  underway  to  expand  the  program  to  central  Massachusetts. 


### 


SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT 
1995  JUDICIAL  YOUTH  CORPS 


Name 

Abreu,  Ymilce 
Anzuoni,  Christina 
Boncore,  Robert 
Boyd,  Rashida 
Cotto,  Pablo 
Dangelben,  Atiya 
Duong,  Thanh 
Edge,  Taleah 
Fabrizio,  Julie 
Gellizeau,  Janelle 
Graham,  Kymari 
Grau,  Adriana 
Harris,  Jr.,  James  D. 
Jackson,  Aja 
Jean,  Lhory 
Johnson,  Marta 
Khoo,  Kelvin 
Lintz,  Troy 
Lopes,  Albertina 
Marder,  Jennifer 
McBayne,  Krista 
Miranda,  Rodolfo 
Moore,  Tanisha 
Morgan,  Laura 
Perry,  Tory 
Plant,  Tijuana 
St.  Fleur,  Norelia 
Southwell,  Damian 
Stewart,  Kenisha 
Strucker,  Maeve 
Taylor,  Kinyada 
Thomas,  Shaleema 
Thompson,  Omar 
Venator,  Samuel 
Watson.  Donniece 


School 

West  Roxbury 

Revere 

Winthrop 

Jeremiah  Burke 

Boston  Latin  Academy 

Hyde  Park 

Cathedral 

Dorchester 

Chelsea 

Charlestown 

John  D.  0' Bryant 

West  Roxbury 

Snowden  International 

Cathedral 

Charlestown 

Boston  Latin  School 

South  Boston 

Boston  Latin  School 

South  Boston 

Winthrop 

Boston  Latin  Academy 
West  Roxbury 
Dorchester 
Charlestown 
English 

Boston  Latin  Academy 
Brighton 
Madison  Park 
English 

Newman  Preparatory 

English 

Brighton 

Charlestown 

Boston  Latin  Academy 

Jeremiah  Burke 


Home  Town 

Roslindale 

Revere 

Winthrop 

Dorchester 

Hyde  Park 

Dorchester 

Chelsea 

Mattapan 

Chelsea 

Allston 

Dorchester 

Roslindale 

Hyde  Park 

East  Boston 

Hyde  Park 

Boston 

Boston 

Dorchester 

Dorchester 

Winthrop 

Dorchester 

Boston 

Roxbury 

Boston 

Boston 

Boston 

Allston 

Roxbury 

Dorchester 

Cambridge 

Boston 

Brighton 

Boston 

Dorchester 

Boston 
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SJC  APPOINTS  NEW  MEMBER  TO  CLIENTS'  SECURITY  BOARD 

Boston,  MA —  The  Chief  Justice  and  the  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  today  announced  the  appointment  of  Mark  I.  Berson,  Esq.  to  the  Clients'  Security 
Board,  effective  immediately.  Mr.  Berson  will  serve  a  five-year  term,  ending  October  1, 
2000.  He  fills  the  position  held  by  Frederick  Nagle,  Esq.,  of  Haverhill,  whose  term  was 
recently  completed. 

Mr.  Berson  is  President  of  the  firm,  Levy  Winer,  PC,  of  Greenfield.  Previously, 
he  was  an  Assistant  Attorney  General  and  served  in  the  criminal  division  from  1970  to 


Mr.  Berson  is  President  of  the  Franklin  County  Bar  Association  Advocates,  Inc., 
which  operates  the  Bar  Advocate  Program,  Bar  Advocates  for  Children,  and  Bar 
Advocates  for  Women.  He  is  also  President-Elect  of  the  Massachusetts  Chapter  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Matrimonial  Lawyers.  He  is  a  past  President  of  the  Franklin 
County  Bar  Association  and  past  Chair  of  the  Massachusetts  Bar  Association's  Fee 
Arbitration  Board.  In  1992,  Mr.  Berson  received  the  Pro  Bono  Publico  Award  from  the 
Massachusetts  Bar  Association. 

A  resident  of  Greenfield,  Mr.  Berson  holds  a  B.A.  degree  from  the  University  of 
Vermont,  an  LL.B  degree  from  Suffolk  University  Law  School  and  an  LL.M  degree  from 
New  York  University  Law  School. 


1972. 
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The  Clients'  Security  Board,  established  in  1975,  is  comprised  of  seven  attorneys 
appointed  by  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  and  is  responsible  for  compensating  clients  who 
have  been  victimized  by  instances  of  attorney  misappropriations. 
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